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Legislative Assembly

Wednesday, 13 May 1981

The SPEAKER (Mr Thompson) took the
Chair a1 4.30 p.m., and rcad prayers.

TRAFFIC
Reduction of Road Carnage: Petition

MR WATT (Albany) [4.32 p.m.]: | present a
petition in terms similar 1o thosc previously
presented 10 the House in respect of measures
tuken by the RTA 10 reduce the road toll. The
petition bears 173 signatures and [ certify that it
conforms with the Sianding Orders of the
Legislative Assembly.

The SPEAKER: | dircct that the petition be
brought to the Table of the House.

(Sec petition No. 45.)

TRAFFIC
Reduction of Road Carnage: Petition

MR WILSON (Dianeila) [4.33 p.m.]: [ have a
petition couched in terms similar 10 those of the
petition which has just been presented to the
House. [t bears 35 signatures and [ certify that it
conforms with the Standing Orders of the
Legislative Assembly.

The SPEAKER: | direct that the petition be
broughl to the Table of the House.

(Sec petition No. 46.)

BILLS (2): INTRODUCTION AND
FIRST READING
1. Mental Health Bill.
2. Acts Amendment (Mental Health) Bill.

Bills introduced, on motions by Mr Young
{Minister for Health), and read a first
ume.

ART GALLERY AMENDMENT BILL
Second Reading

MR GRAYDEN (South Perth—Minister for
Cultural Affairs) [4.37 p.m.]: | move—

That the Bill be now read a second time.

The purpose of this Bill is primarily to give the
necessary slatutory authority to the Art Gallery
Board 10 operate a restaurant within the Art
Gallery building, as specified in new paragraph
(i) of section 18(2) of the principal Act.
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It is also 10 permit the ArL Gallery Baard to
undertake  other activities as  required Lo
encourage arl development in this State, such as
the sale of publications, stalionery, souvenirs and
artifacts, as the Minister may from time to time
determine. This provision is outlined in new
section 18(2)(j).

Ncgotiations to establish a restaurant facility
were finalised last year and the restaurant began
operating on | August 1980. As a result it has
been  necessary 10 date  this  legislation
retrospective o this date.

| commend the Bill 10 the Housc.
Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr Parker.

WESTERN AUSTRALIAN INSTITUTE
OF TECHNGLOGY AMENDMENT BILL

Second Reading

MR GRAYDEN (South Perth—Minister for
Education) [4.39 p.m.]: | move—

That the Bill be now read a second time.

The main purpase of the Bill is to make changes
in the membership of the Council of the Western
Australian Institute of Technology and also to
tighten up ceriain conditions of membership of
that council. At the same time a change is being
made in the title of the institution by dropping the
word “The” fram the present title. The Bill
provides also for the deletion of certain sections
which are no longer applicable.

Changes to 1the Act referring to the
membership of the Council of WAIT are as
follows: They delete the Director of Technical
Education as an ex-officio member of council, but
it should be noted that the Director General of
Education or his nominee remains an ex-officio
member; and two additional members are
proposed—namely, one who is a member of the
full-time salaried staff, other than academic stafT,
and one who is a member of the alumni
association. In both cases they are elecled by
people who comprise their constituents,

A proposed new section 9A af the Act has been
introduced which specifies conditions under which
members hold office on the council. In gencral,
members who are appointed or who are elected,
other than the student member, hold office
initially for a basic term of three years, and may
be reappointed or re-elected for a total of three
successive terms. Following the expiration of
three successive terms, the person must siand
down for 12 months before being eligible for
further consideration.

In the case ol the student member of council,
the period of office is for one year; and he may be
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re-elccted once only at the expiration of that
Lerm.

Provision is made in subscction (5) of seclion
9A for the term of office of an appointed member
to be less than three years where this is desirable
to cnsurc continuity or uniformity or, in the case
of a member who is representing a branch of the
institute, where that branch ccases 1o exist.

A further amendment reduces the allowable
period of absence without leave for council
members from six 1o three mectings; and also
makes more precise Lhe requircments whereby a
member ceases to hold office on council if the
basic qualification entitling him to be appointed
has changed.

The proposed new section 10A includes the
cxisting provision that a vacancy which occurs
before the effluxion of time of a member’s term
will be treated as a casual vacancy and filled
accordingly. However, the second part of the
amendment provides that such a casual vacancy
nced not be filled if it occurs within six months
before the expiry of the term of office of an
clected member, so as to avoid the need to hold
unnecessary elections within a short period of
time of each other.

I commend this Bill to the House.
Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr Parker.

ACTS AMENDMENT (ELECTORAL
PROVINCES AND DISTRICTS) BILL

Third Reading

MR HASSELL (Coticsloe—Chicf Secerelary)
[4.42 p.m.]: ] move—

That the Bill be now read a third lime.

MR TONKIN (Morley) [4.43 p.m.]: First of
all, | would like (o express my admiration for my
colleagues who worked so hard right through the
night to try to prevent the passage of this Bill.

Mr Coyne: Do they reciprocate?

Mr TONKEIN: [ use the term “colleagues™ in
ils correct sense, nal in the meaninglcss way in
which it has come 10 be used at times which
suggests thal all members of the Parliament are
collcagues of onc another. Certainly 1 am not in
league with the Premier, and certainly | could not
be one of his colleagues. When | say “colleagues”
I mean thosc members of the Opposilion who
have atlempted to do what they could, not
necessarily to stop the legislation. which was
beyond their power because of the numbers in this
placc, but to bring to the atiention of the people
of Western Australia the kind of injury and the
kind of savage attack upon democracy that is
enshrined in this Bill.

[ASSEMBLY]

My colleagues on this side of the House are
truly honourable men, in the best traditions of the
word “honourable.” Unfortunately, in this place
and in other places similar to i1, the word
“honourable™ has become meaningless because it
is used of people no matter how dishonourable
they may be. When the currency is debased, it
loses value; and the word has lost value, so | use it
in an advised and thoughtful manner, rather than
in the loose, meaningless fashion in which it is
used in this House.

We hear the suggestion at times that we should

“Advanpce  Australia”. The Commonweaith
Government has been spending money on the
suggestion that we should advance

Australia—thal we should put Ausiralia first;
that the great, greedy unions should not ask for so
much; that we all should be proud of our country
and, to paraphrase the words of John Kennedy, or
to usc his idea, “not asking what your couniry can
do for you, bul whal you can do for your
country”. Yel we have here a divisive piece of
legislation, which is clearly aimed at keeping one
bunch of polilicians, one political party in power,
and giving them an unfair advantage. How can
the Government expect the people of Australia to
take it seriously if it says that we should advance
Australia, while il continues lo advance its own
narrow, petty intcrests?

We also hear (alk about the erosion of the
respect for Parliament—that the Parliament is
not respected as it once was. The Government
cannot expect polilicians or Parliaments 1o be
respected if, in fact, it brings a shabby picce of
lcpislation to this House which has brought shame
o Western Australia, and which brings shame
upon the Parliament. It brings shame upon all
those who have voted for il. So, Mr Speaker, |
hope that you and all your colleagues in the
Liberal Party and the National Country Party,
and the member for Mt Marshall, are prepared
to accept on their shoulders the blame for the fact
that the Parliament is respected no longer, that
politicians are respected no longer, because the
people “‘out there” whom we are supposed to be
representing will say “How can you respect an
institution like that? How can you respect such
people il this is what they do?" .

This law is not an ordinary law. Il is a
fundamental law. It is a law from which all other
laws Mow. It is the law that decides the
composition of this place; and therefore it decides
the composition of all other laws, Therelore
members can see that we af the Opposition, in a
truly responsible manner, have pul far more
emphasis upon the importance of this faw than-
upon any other law which has come before this
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Parliament. This is why we are so concerned,
because democracy in this State has been
destroyed.

This law that we are debating actually chooses
the instrument which creates all other laws. If the
instrument 1§ fauhy. then all those things which
Mow from it must be faulty also.

Mr Bryce: Hear, hear!

Mr TONKIN: If onc has an instrument for
measuring, and the instrument is fauhy., the
measurements which come from that instrument
cannol help but be faulty also.

Mr B. T. Burke: It would result in a crooked
world,

Mr I'ONKIN: Therelore, from the inception of
this fundamentally undemocratic law, it must
produce distortion of the popular will, and it must
praduce laws which arc themselves distorted. In
other words, one cannol obtain a good law [rom a
corrupt institution—

Mr Bryce: Hear, hear!

Mr TONKIN: —und from an institution
which, by its very naturc and its composition. is
not good. That is impossible. Everyonc has to
obey the law. Every day we lind men and women
brought before the courts and they are charged
with lailing to obey Lhe law. If they arc found
guilty, they may be incarcerated in onc of Her
Majesty’s prisons or may pay a fine to the Crown;
but cveryone has Lo obey the law. If that is the
case, everyone should have an equal say in Lhe
making of that law.

Of course, we can look back in history at the
old corrupt limes when the King decided the law
and expected the serfs to obey i1, and they did,
otherwise their heads and hands were cut off and
various horrible things were done 10 them.
However, morally that system was bankrupt,
because the people who were required to obey the
law had no say in it.

Il this Parlament wanis o0 be held in
respect—I want it (o be, as does the Opposition as
a whole—it must cnsure cveryone in  Lhe
cammunity has a fecling that he has a say in
deciding what the law shall be; that he will have
some fair and cquitable influence over what that
law will be.

After all. this is what the chartisis asked for in
the last century. Over 150 years ago Lhe chartists
of England werc marching up and down
demanding clectorates cqual in the number of
people they held. These chartists were demanding
something which has been achicved in democratic
cauntries and which we have not yel scen in
Woestern Ausiralia. | might say we have achieved
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it in Australia as a whole right from federation, in
spite of the vast difTercnces between some parts of
this contincnt. A fundamental malapportionment
has never been built into the federal clectoral law,

Those with a discerning car will have noticed in
the past the Opposition has talked more of
malapportionment than gerrymander. The term
“malapportionment™ refers to the fact that
differcnt weights are given 1o voies. Of course, we
do not believe in malapporuonment: but | want (o
say this legislation moves far beyond the 24 ratio
between country and metropolitan scats which
was actually written into an earlier Electeral
Districts Act. We no longer just talk of
were genuine metropolitan and country areas.
Then we would alk only of malappertionment:
but with this crooked linc which has been drawn,
we must talk now of a gerrymander. Your seal,
Sir, il ever a scat was gerrymandcered, is an
example of what can happen when ordinary men
and onc woman on the Government side are
scduced by power and have the opportunity to
alter the laws a little bit and give themselves a
little extra advantage. How Lhey can be seduced
and corrupted by power!

That is how 1 use the term “corruption”, in the
way Lord Acton used it: that power corrupts and
absolute power corrupts absolutely. We do nol
have absolute power in this State, thank God!
There are various brakes on the Government's
power and 1 will not go through them; bul wc do
nol have absolute power, so 1 shall dismiss that
matier for the moment, although in some parts of
the world there are such things as absolule power.
We might talk aboul the Sovict Union and Chile
where we sec the naked nature of their corruption,

Although we do not have absolute power here,
we do have power exercised by the Government
which has a majority in both Houses of this
Parliament. So we have scen this line drawn. Why
was not Kalamunda brought into the metropolitan
arca when Rockingham was?

I pause 10 let you, Sir. interject, becausc you
have been known to interject on speakers before
now.

Mr Davies: Only 10 bring them Lo arder.

Mr Bryce: Shame!

Mr TONKIN: | invite the Speaker 10 tcll us
why it is that Kalamunda, which is only 12 miles
from the GPO, has not been brought into the
mctropolitan arca whilst Rockingham, which is
much lurther away from the GPQO, has.

Mr Barnett: It is Lthree times as far away.
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Mr TONKIN: Those who read Mansard will
nol be aware | have paused twice for a lengthy
time and the Speaker has not deigned 1o answer
my question. | will tell you, Sir, why Kalamunda
has not been brought into the metropolitan area:
It is because it s held by you and you are a
member of the Liberal Party.

Were a  Liberal-held seat like Kalamunda
brought into the metropolitan arca, as it most
assuredly should be if Rockingham is, it would
become hall or two-thirds of a seat and, therclore,
the Liberals would be more likely 10 lose power.

You know that, Mr Speaker, and | know it. |
do not imend to talk about the member for
Mundaring being relieved about what happened
with the map or the Spcaker being relieved. 1
believe you, Sir, had a hand in the drawing of that
map.

The SPEAKER: Order! The member will
resume his seat. 1 want 10 say 1 am prepared to
listen to the member when he speaks about the
seat of Kalamunda and suggesis the boundary has
been drawn in order that the seat held by the
Government has been preserved by the drawing of
the boundary; but | am not prepared to listen to
the member when he accuses me of having had a
hand in the drawing of that line. In point of lact, |
wani to say 10 him that [ have not attended any
party meelings in the last nine or 10 months.

The only party mectings | have attended have
been the ones to which | have gone because of
some domestic matter. | have not attended any
party mectings at which discussions have taken
place with respect to legislalion which comes
before this House. 1 also want to point to the fact
that there have been a number of occasions when
I have acted in this position in a way which | hope
indicales | am prepared to act independently of
the party.

Mr TONKIN: As betwecn you, Sir, and me
therc is no-one to arbitrate and | certainly lcave
that line of argument and let the people and
history judge.

However, I should like 1o tell you, Sir, a joke
about the president of a shire council whose
business inlerests were going to be discussed and
who left the room. When he returned, lo and
behold all the other eight councillors had voled
for him not to be given the contraci. What a
plcasant surprisc and hc was abscnt from the
room!

I should like to know why Mundaring has not
been brought into the mectropolitan area. Last
night, against his leader’s wishes. the member for
Mundaring interjected—apparently the order has
gonc outl again—and asked “Would you say
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Toodyay was metropolitan?” No, 1 would not say
that and il we accepled Lhere was a mctropolitan
area in the country, | would not cxpect Toodyay
10 be put into it. However, if members had the
intetleciual honesty 1o be aware of what 1 was
driving at, thcy would know | was not talking
about the seat of Mundaring; | was talking about
a boundary line which, if the Government wished
10 do the decent thing, should have included the
Town of Mundaring and the other urban paris af
the Mundaring electorate.

| pause 10 ask the member for Mundaring why
is not Mundaring brought into the meltropolitan
arca when in fact the Rockingham arca is?

Mr Herzfeld: You tell me.

Mr TONKIN: There is the smart aleck
response and the member is grinning sheepishly.

Mr Herzfeld: | was laughing at you.

Mr TONKIN: We have spenl a night telling
Government members why. We have spent hours
and hours telling Government members why.

Mr Herzfeld: You were thrown out.

Mr TONKIN: | was thrown out becausc |
insisted on telling the truth, and 1 am proud of it.
The member for Mundaring is squirming in his
seat because if the urban parts of his seat had
been brought inlo the metropolitan area it would
have reduced the value of the voles; that is, of
Liberal voting people. He knows he cannot stand
up in 1this place and justify the reason for
Mundaring being left out in Lhe country area
while Rockingham is being included in the
metropolitan arca.

The member knows in his heart as | know in
my heart that a crooked line has been drawn Lo
include crooked seats.

Mr Herzfeld: 1f you had been here last night
you would have heard what [ had 1o say.

Several members interjecled.

The SPEAKER: Ovder! I ask the House to
came to arder!

Mr TONKIN: | certainly do not nced 1o
wonder about what was said by the member for
Mundaring. He knows very well thal there is a
much better case for bringing the urban parts of
the seat of Mundaring int¢ the metropalitan area
than there is for the Rockingham seat being
included in Lthe metropolitan arca.

He knows that it docs not matter wha he says,
he has to look al himsell in the mirror and he has
to slecp. His conscience will tell him that his
words are nonsense and it is actions which count.
The member’s specious reasoning  will not
convince me or anyone clsc.
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I pause and ask why the scat of the Minister Tor
Transport has been left in the country? The scat
of Dale has been left in the country when the seat
of Rockingham has been brought into the
metropolilan area.

Mr B. T. Burke: Nothing at all from mumbles.

Mr Bryce: He sort of indicated last night that
he might stand for the mctropolitan seat which
will take in Armadale. We got that impression.

Mr TONKIN: There has been no answer from
the Minister for Transport. The Minister for
Transport knows that he cannot justify it. He
knows that the line which has been drawn around
the fair city of Perth is a crooked one.

Mr Rushion: T wonld win the seat there at the
present time but | do not know what the position
will be in the luture.

Mr TONKIN: With the help of the crooked
linc the Minister knows that he will be safe. The
Mimster knows that with the help of the crooked
line his political carcer will be assured.

[ ask the member for Darling Range
whether he can drag himsell away from the Daily
News for a moment to tell me why his scat has
been kepl a country seat when most of the people
who live in his clectorate travel 1o Perth to work?
Why is his seat a country scat when the area is
really part of the metropolitan arca? Why should
his secat receive preferential treatment before the
clectorate of Rockingham and the clectorate of
Kimberley? It seems the member for Darling
Range cannot answer Lhe question because he
continucs Lo read the paper.

When we speak of a gerrymander, we arc
spcaking of a term which was named after a
governor ol Massachusctis. That man was the
first person to draw such a linc. How would
members like to have that claim to fame?
Imagine how proud that man’s family and
descendants must be and just imagine how proud
the Government members’ relatives will be when
they reatise just what has happened with this
legislation?

When we note the situation in Kimberley, we
realisc that there has been some savage wreatment
of that arca. The member for Kimberley defeated
a Liberal Cabinet Minisier. A Minister who was
found by a Supreme Court judge to have cheated
at the clection, together with the Liberal Party.

Mr Bryee: And they are paying out on him
now.

Mr TONKIN: Il onc dares to defeat a Liberal
Minister, then this is what will occur; the
Government will make onc scat so large that it
will make a mockery of the claim that the country
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area has special prablems which must be looked
afier. That is the action of a party which says it is
there 1o look afier country peaople.

For the sake of this argument | do not wish 10
talk about weighted votes. For the purpose ol this
argument we are prepared to accept weighted
voles; but Tor the purpose of Lhis argument only.
Even if that principle were ome which was
belicved in, they have been false to their own
principles. If one believes in doing something for
country people so that they may have access to
their member of Parliament, as the Government
claims, why are more people to be placed in the
Kimberley clectorate than there arc in the scats of
Munduring. Kalamunda and Darling Range?

I pause once agan 10 have explained to me how
that is consistent with Governmem protesiations.
Members  will notice that | did not say
Government  policy; 1 said  Government
protestations. Wc all know Government policy
because it has been revealed by this Bill; it is a
policy to hang-onio-powcr-at-any-cost.

Let us consider the four metropolitan districts
which have been kepl as country seats, and the
Rockingham and Kimberley arcas. If it is said
that this is a policy 1o serve country people
because of their problem of access to their
members, clc., that is a lic. If the Government
members were concerncd aboul country people
and access, Lhey would ensurc that Kalamunda,
Dale. Darling Range and Mundaring be made
parts of the metrapolitan arca, along with
Rockingham. | can sce the vreason [lor
Rockingham being included. But Kimberley has
been savagely Leeated.

For some months now L berals have been
openly speaking ol the likelikood of their being
defcated at the next election. 1 am not necessarily
speaking of Government members, because they
do not often speak 10 me, but | am speaking of
rank and file members of the party and those who
volte for the Liberals. They have been speaking of
the likelihood of losing the next election, and
because of that danger cvery atlempt is being
made to sirengthen the weak links.

With the special help being provided to the
arcas of Mundaring. Dale. Darling Range, and
Kalamunda, thosc seals will be made safe. So, we
have here a blalant gerrymander, and for the
Minister Lo pet up and say in his second reading
speech that this is onc of the best and fairest
clectoral systems in the world, it is a disgrace. We
all know that the Minister giggled when he said
that.

Mr Hasscll: You know that that is an incorrect
statement.
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Mr TONKIN: Perhaps the Minister was not
aware that he giggled, or perhaps he forgot what
happened at that precise moment, We interjecied
that he was giggling when he made his statement.
The Minister said that it was a fair system for the
commissioner to draw boundaries.

That was a conflidence trick, and 1 do not know
why the Government members have not gone ino
the confidence trickery business because they are
superb at il. They would certainly make more
money than they do now.

Three commissioners have been called into
question—the  Chiel  Justice.  the  Surveyor
General, and the Chiel Electoral Officer. We all
know that if one is pgiven crooked parameters,
nothing decent can be produced. The Chicf
Justice and the other gentlemen | mentioned have
1o work within crooked parameters.

If the Government belicves in  country
weighting of votes it should cnsure that that is
cnshrined in the legisfation. It is a system we
would not be in favour of, but it would be a better
system than thc present crooked one. M the
injunciion 10 the Commissioner 1o give due
weighting 10 country votes was inspired in the
Statute we would have a fairer. more honest
system.

il 1the Government members were genuine they
would de thal, then they could say that it is true
that some paramelers have been sel out but we
are really concerned that there should be equality
of representation of interests. The Government
members could then put their dogma into the
Suatute and ask the commissioners o carry it out.

I believe the Chief Justice should dissociate
himself from 1his legislation and reluse 10 draw
the boundaries. The Governmenm is bringing the
Chicf Justice’s high position into  disrcpule
because everyonce wants to belicve that the Chicef
Justice is a man above reproach. However, if he is
forced 10 deal with legislation which involves a
crooked line which surrounds the metropolitan
region, he is compromising himself and his high
office.

I believe the Chief Justice should say that he
has been charged with censuring that his high
office must be above reproach. | believe he should
say that he cannot carry out the Government's
wishes.

So that members do not run away with the idea
that we arc arguing about weighted voles or
malapportionment, the Government has shown
that with the drawing of this linc it is not
interested  in country  people.  Government
mcmbers have shown that they arc concerned
with power and arc not  concerned  with
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representation  of  interests, let  alone  the
represemation  of  people. | add  that  the
Opposition is in no way criticising the pcople who
live in the country arcas. The people in the
couniry arcas were never asked what system they
wanted. The people sctting up this system have
been only those people who have been in power.

How can the Government lose if it is in power
and makes up the rules?

Mr  Hassel: You want Lo ensure their
representation is reduced substantially; that is
what the effect of your policics would be—a
substantial transfer of representation from the
country and rcmole arcas lo the metropolitan
arca.

Mr TONKIN: 1 challenge the Chiel Sceretary,
if he belicves in the represcntation of country
interests, (o do something about the linc that
marks oui the Kimberiey electorate.

Mr Hassell: Unforiunately, you sec. you have
not been here for the debate, because you
deliberately got yourself suspended.

Mr TONKIN: Members can see how dishonest
the Minister is. He says that because | was absent
last night, somehow | do not know whai gocs on. |
can tell him | am aware that 1two Government
members spoke; 1 have been briefed thoroughly
on this mauter by my collecaguces. Nothing lurther
came up cxcept the same rubbish we have heard
alrcady. So it is very cheap for the Chiel
Sccretary to say that | have an Achilles heel, and
to talk about other things. | challenge him to talk
about doing something for the pecople of
Kimberley if he believes in representation of
intercsts.

Mr Hasscll: We have donc more for the pcople
of Kimberley than you have ever dreamt of.

Mr TONKIN: By drawing this line? The Chicf
Secretary, in that intellectually dishonest way,
starts talking about other things. but he will not
defend this line and this Bill because he is in an
untenable position and he knows il

Mr Hassell: One-vote-one-value would produce
the same line and you know it; it would have to
produce the same line.

Mr TONKIN: | beg your pardon?

Mr Hasscll: Onc-vote-one-value would have to
produce the same distribution; it would have to on
the population.

Mr TONKIN: That is not true at all. When we
were in Government we introduced a Bill in this
Chamber. You will remember it. Mr Speuker; 1t
was the Legislature of Western Australia Bill.
That Bill provided (or a unicameral Parliament
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and there would have been approximately 7000
clectors in each of the 81 scats.

That figure was not very different from the
quota in those days. and it would have reduced
considerably the number of electors in the
Kimberley scat.

We put before this Parliament a proposal for a
onc-House Parliament and that proposal was
rejected by the then Oppaosition which is now the
Government. So for the Chiel Sceretary 10 say
what he did is absolute nonsense.

The Chiel Secretary knows, il he believed in
representation of intercsts, that the line drawn
around the so-called metropolitan arca would
have been much fairer. The country people and
the people of Western Auwstralia generally have
never asked for this line to be drawn; they have
never asked for this kind of representation.
However, it has been carried out by conservatives,
by people in power, and | assure members that if
mast of the people in the metropolitan area voted
for the Liberal Party and most of the people in
the country voted for the Australian Labor Party.
and if this Government were in power, it would
soon forgetl about its country cousins and it would
draw up a system to give an enormous proportion
of the scats to the metropolitan arca to ensure
that it did not leave office. The line on the map
proves what | have had to say because it bears no
relation 1o country interests.

In an interview the other day the Leader of the
Oppaosition was asked whether he would do the
same, or words 0 that cffect, if he were in
Government. | will give an undertaking o you,
Mr Speaker, and to this House. that if ever a
party of which | was a member did this sort of
thing, T would join members oppositc in a
campaign against such a Bill.

1 would not be a party o this kind of
skulduggery and dishonesty. [ do not believe that
our party would cver have the numbers, or
anything like them, 1o do that kind of thing.
However, certainly that is the answer. and [ think
the Leader of the Opposition replied 10 the
gucstion in much the same way.

1 heard the Premier on television talking about
the immoral behaviour of the Fraser Government.

Mr Bryce: What a hide he has 10 use that word.

Mr TONKIN: The Premicr should look to his
own hncn beforc talking about the stain on
someonc clse’s shirt. What a check for him to talk
about the immorality of the Fraser Government
when he brings an immoral Bill of this nature 10
this Chamber. How can he jusiify the scat of
Kalamunda being in the country area? How can
he justify what he has done 10 Kimberley?
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Sir Charles Court: Do | 1ake it—

Mr TONKIN: How can he justifly bringing
Rockingham into the metropolitan zone and
leaving Kalamunda out?

Sir Charles Court: | asked a question: Do | ke
it from your remarks that you do nol espousc our
stand on the Premiers’ Canference?

Mr TONKIN: Let us have a little honesty on
this. That is not what | am saying at all. Of
coursc I agree that the Fraser Government is
immoral; on thal malter we agree.

Mr Pearce: The Premier pul him there, so it is
not surprising.

Mr TONKIN: The Premier is acting equally
immoral wilh this sort of Icgislation.

Sir Charles Court: Nothing of the sort. The
legislation is straightforward, and Lhe only people
who mind about i, are you and your colleagucs.

Mr TONKIN: The Fraser Government is
immoral, the Premier's Government is equally
immoral. Let the Premier get to his feet, as he
will have the opportunity to do in a moment, and
defend  bringing  Rockingham  into  the
metropolitan area and keeping Kalamunda in the
country.

Sir Charles Court; We don’t have to.

Mr TOMKIN: He does not have to because he
has the numbers. He does not have to explain how
immoral he is. 1 say again that we agree with the
Premicr’s statement that Mr Fraser 15 immoral,
and especially in regard to the subject maiter the
Premicer was talking about. However, he, above
all, should be the last to be Lalking about
immorality when we have this crooked line drawn
on the map.

Sir Charles Court: Can you tell me when | said
that word in respect of the Prime Minister and his
Government?

Mr TONKIN: Yes, the Premier uscd il on
tclevision last night.

Sir Charles Court: That word?

Mr TONKIN: By courtesy of the Premier, [
was able to waich television last night, and | saw
the interview. The Premicr said it was illegal and
immoral. | wrote the words down at the time. |
agrec wilh the Premier.

Mr Bryce: He is a bit ofd; he is forgetting.

Sir Charles Court: | know what | said, and |
know the context in which 1 said it.

Mr TONKIN: The Premicr did say it.

Mr Bryce: Immoral all right.

Mr B. T. Burke: He will get a means test free
pension.
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Mr TONKIN: | know that one cannot
remember all one has said over the course of even
24 hours, but the Opposition agrees with the
Premier’s comment. 1 am saying that the Premier
has the cheek to get on his high horse and to walk
about the Prime Minister in this way.

1 believe the Premier has a sense of history. At
various times it has been suggested that he has
lined his own pockets.

Sir Charies Court: Oh you get into the gutter.
Mr TONKIN: | am not saying that.

Sir Charles Court: You just get into that gutier
with your snorkel.

Mr TONKIN: | am saying that the Premier is
far more motivated by a sense of history than by
atiempting to line his own pockets. The Premier
sces himsell as a giant, some kind of colossus, a
kind of poor man’s Churchill. If in fact the
Premier has this sense of history and wants 1o be
remembered  highly by history, he must be
concerned that people of the luture will know he
was the architect of this crooked line.

Mr B. T. Burke: The robber baron!

Mr TONKIN: 1 belicve the Premicr has this
sense ol history and wants (o be thought of well
by the people of Western Australia. In fact, he
will be remembered as the man who drew Lhis
crooked linc.

Sir Charles Court: Only by people like you who
distort it. ‘

Mr TONKIN: Four seats, which were clearly
metropolitan scats, were held by the Liberal
Party. The Premicr drew this line in order to hang
onto power. Let me assure you, Mr Speaker, and
let me assure the Government that the time will
come when democracy will be born in Western
Australia. Democracy has been aborted many
times in this State. Many attempts have been
made 1o give it life, but the Premier has been a
bad midwile and he has strangled democracy wilh
its own cord. Howcver, this situation will not
prevail forever. After all, in 1910 no-one would
have belicved that the almighty House of Lords
would be humbled. Yet the next year, the House
of Lords, because it was not democralic, had
much of ils power taken away.

Who would have thought, during the period of
the introduction of the reform fegisiation in Great
Britain in 1832, when castles were being burnt
and riots werec occurring in  England, that
democracy would soon be introduced? Who would
think, 1 1981 in Western Australia, that
democracy may one day be broughi to this Statc.
I am saying that democracy will arrive, This evil
system that the Government has spawned will not
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be immortal; it will nol last lorever. It will be
swepl away.

I say this more in sorrow than in anger. How
can people sitting opposite do this kind of thing 10
Western Australia? Is there no-one opposite, not
one single person, who believes in democracy?

Mr Bryce: Not even the member lor Subiaco.

Mr TONKIN: | pauwse for a reply, but
Government members arc 1oo cmbarrassed 10
reply. Is there no-one opposite who is man cnough
to admit that the line drawn on (hat map is a
crooked and a dishonest line? Not one person
appears to be man cnough to admit that a mistake
has been made, to admit that the line proposed is
purely 1o perpetuate the Government in power.

Mr Specaker, the Opposition urges you, the
Government, and all members of the Liberal
Party to think about what you arc doing to the
good name of Western Australia, and 1o the name
of this Parliament. This Bill brings shame upon
your head, not just collectively, but cach and
cvery individual is responsible for it. When the
division bells ring you have the opportunily o
vale against this Bill which is dishonest and
corrupt, which will not allow a proper reflection
of the people’s inlerests 10 be shown in this place.

If any member opposite believes in demacracy,
if any member opposite cherishes his good name,
if any member apposite wants Lo be regarded by
posierity as a man ar woman of honour, then he
or she should admit what all the world knows: this
is an infamous piece of tegislation that should
never appecar on any decent Statute book. This
lcgislation is a cynical abuse of power.

Members  oppositc were not  clected to
perpeluate themselves in power; they were clected
10 look after the interests of the peaple of Western
Australia. Members opposile have beclrayed their
trusi; they have abused the privilege of power that
has been given o them. They have used this
power purely Lo look afler the shabby political
carcers of a few members, who arc really
metropolitan members but wheo, because of this
crooked line, are so-called country members.

If members opposite had any conscience, any
decency, they would nol agree to this proposal for
the scat of Kimberley. 1 hope that some peaple
opposite will dcmonstrate that they have a
conscience, a sense of decency; that they know
they will be judged by posterity and by history,
and will realise that this legislation is a blot
upon the Parliament, a blot upon the people of
Western Australia, and a blot upon democracy
itself.

MR COWAN (Merredin) [5.29 p.m.]: After 20
hours’ debate on Lhis Bill, it is very difficult to
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intraduce new material into the third reading.
Some points | think should be re-made, and | will
refer to them. Firstly, | weuld like to 1alk aboul
the metropolitan boundary that has been drawn
by this Government. There is no question in
anyone’s mind that the boundary was drawn up Lo
ensure the safety of the four peripheral seats
surrounding the metropolitan arca, and there is no
question that the safety of those scats has been
sought in order 1o protect the members who
rcpresent them at the moment, because they all
happen to be members on this side of the House.

It is no coincidence the seat of Rockingham is
the only peripheral rural seat 10 be included in the
metropolitan arca and given 1wice the quola it
currently enjoys; that is becuuse It hauppens io be
held by the Labor Party.

Right from the commencement of debate on
this Bill we have maintained that the Government
could have ulilised the MRPA boundary, which
would have satisfied the argument put forward by
members in this place when talking about country
clectorates. | am now talking about voie
weighting. Every member of the Liberal Pany
and every member of the Country Party—albeit,
they arc one and the same—ialks about
responsible vole weighting yet this Bill does
nothing to bring that about.

IT we were to utilise the MRPA boundary, that
would be a different matter altogether because
there arc certain shires drawn into that boundary
which comain those portions of the mewropolitan
arca which, whilst they have somewhat of a rural
Mavour, can be considered to be only urban. Yet
this Government, because it happens to have the
numbers and because it wants to protect those
four scats, has decided it will disregard the
natural boundarics around the mectropolitan area
and instead, will draw some trumped-up line on
the map indicating where it belicves the
boundaries should be.

Mr Hassell: You know that. as a country
member, you arc recommending a system which
would result in a substantial reduction in country
represcntation.

Mr Bryce: Rubbish: he has already
through it. You are intellectvally dishonest.

Mr COWAN: Apparently 1 made the mistake
last night of according the Minister some degree
ol inteltigence. Surely he must recognise that if
the Government takes part of the metropolitan
area and gives il a country designation, whal it is
doing is adding to the number of metropolitan
secats  because, in fact, those scats arc
metropolitan, They may have been designated
“rural” by this Government and by previous
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Governments and in fact given a country quota,
but in reality they are metropolitan seats with the
result that the metropolilan area has more scats
than it deserves. If the Minister cannol see thal,
he does not deserve to hold his portfolia.

Mr Hassell: Even if you are right, you would
know there arec large tracts in those very
electorates which are totally rural.

Mr COWAN: Would the Minister deny that
under the current boundaries and the boundarics
proposed in this Bill there are large tracts of
allegedly rural areas which are 1otally urban?

Mr Bryce: Of course he will not deny it he
cannol.

Mr Hassell: There are arcas on the boarderline
which could be so described. However, wherever
we draw the linc that will be the case.

Mr COWAN: | must apologise 1o the House;
the Minister appears 1o be a slow lcarner. The
point | am making is that there are natural
boundaries around the metropolitan area.

Mr Hassell: And one of them is the (oothills.

Mr Bryce: When was the Minister born?
Cottesloc is about as rural as Kalamunda, you
dope!

Mr O'Connor: That is nice.

Mr Bryce: Of course it is. Didn"t you hear the
rubbish he came up with? How dare he call the
foothills a boundary ol the metropolitan area.

The SPEAKER: Order! The member for Ascot
will desist from interjecting.

Mr COWAN: The point has been made.
Everybody in (his House is aware there is a
natural boundary around the metropolitan area.
Everybody is awarc thal if we utilise that
boundary there will be some urban areas which
have a rural MNavour which will be brought into
the metropolitan arca of Perth. However, | belicve
it would be far better, and we would be far more
able 10 defend a system of vole weighting, if we
were to say “We witll take the near-rural area and
designate it urban, rather than the ather way
around.”” No arguments can be sustained for vole
weighting under 1the present boundary, or the
boundary proposed in this Bill.

Let us now look at Kimberley. The
requirements laid down in the Electoral Districts
Act quite clearly provide the commissioners with
criteria to make decisions. By his own admission,
the Minister stated that those criteria had 10 be
dented in determining the new boundary in Lhe
statutory scat of Kimberley.
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Had the Government been genuine and fair,
what it should have done was 10 draw (he
southern linc of those statutory seats and say 10
the commissioners “Please draw in what you
consider 1o be the appropriate boundaries of the
four statutory scats north of that southern
boundary line.” Of course, the Government was
not prepared to do that for obvious reasons: Three
of the four statutory scats are held by the
Government. When we are confronted with that
sort of statistic, we can understand that the
Government is not prepared to allow thosc
members to be placed al risk.

I come back 10 the point | made last night: This
Government has a working majority of onc and,
after cight years in the wilderness, at long last the
Opposition has started 1o perform. Because the
Government is fecarful of losing that working
majority, we arc faced with a redistribution of
State clectoral boundaries.

Despite the independence and integrity of the
commissioners | am very much afraid that 1he
result of the new clectoral boundarics will be that
no matler how big an issuc comes up between now
and the 1983 clecuon, that issuc in itself will not
be sufficient Lo win the election; the clection will
be won on the way in which the boundaries have
been drawn. | am sure every member on this side
would not be very proud ol that fact.

What about the so-called policy and
performance of the Government? | know that
cach yecar, the Government goes (o great expense
to produce a 300-page document outlining its
policy and perfarmance. However, apparently the
Government has no faith in its own palicy or
performance because it must turn around and rig
the clectoral boundaries 1o guarantee that when
the dust has settied afier the 1983 clection, it will
still hold the key 1o power; namely, government.

1 have 1atked most about the conscquences of
the new boundaries as they will affect this House.
I would also like to consider the situation in the
other place. It does not matier what the
Government does under the present system, Lhe
malapportionment—i10 use the word so often used
by the member for Morley—ofl the clectorate
continues to grow under the present system under
which we operate. 1t is high time this Government
gave considcration to proportional representation
in the upper House, based on a sliding scale of
numbers of members representing regions. This
would certainly reduce the weighted voting ratio
in that place 10 a level accemabile 1o the public.

Our greatest opposition 10 & weighted voling
system is the excessive manipulation of the sysicm
which occurs; this Bill does nothing 10 alter that.
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In fact the Government is prepared to manipulate
the vote weighting system in arder (o ensure its
rctention of power.

1 come back 1o the final issue, which relates 1o
the ncw members who are going to come into this
place and the other place as a consequence of this
legistation. Had the Minister been prepared to
adopt the MRPA boundaries he would have
discovered he couid reduce (he metropelitan
quotlas to something similar 1o the quolas this
rigged arrangement is going to produce and there
would be no nced for an increase in members.
Had the Minister been preparced to swiltch to
proportional representation and given the
metropolitan arca perhaps hall of the totl
representation of the upper House, there would
have been no need 1o increase the membership of
Parliament for some time to come.

Every time the Premier writes lo me and Lells
me funds are not available for whatever request |
miay make, | intend to remind him he was able to
find at Icast $500 000 a year for the purpose of
increasing the membership of Parliament. [T the
Premicr can do that, knowing lull well he doces not
have 1o, surcly he will scrape around the botiom
ol the barre]l and find something for me and the
people | represent. Additional expenditure is a
very big lacior when we take into consideration
the cvents at the last Premiers’ Conference.

Mr Davies: Would you consider Agent General
as a job? 1 think the Premier may be pleased (o
send you there.

Mr COWAN: | assure the Leader of the
Opposition that 1 would not consider it: 1 am cven
morc firmly of the apinian it would not be offered
10 me.

The point | make to the Premicr is that when
he adopts double standards as transparently as
this, he must lose credibility. | would have
thought he was a man very proud of the position
he halds, and the credibility in which he is held by
the public. Withoul doubt, this lcgislation will
destroy that credibility in 1he cyes of the public
who are concerned about Parliament and about
the performance of members in this place,

Many people—particularly those on the Liberal
back bench—bcelieve performance in this place
does not matter. Howcever, 1 recmind members
that, with the exception of the Crown, Lhis
Parlizment is the only body which has the power
to place constraints upon Gavernments.

This Parliament had a golden opportunity Lo
place some consirainis wpon the Government with
respect to this measure,

Mr Davies: Do you not think they were more
concerned with sclf-interest and sell-survival?
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Mr COWAN: Yes. The Minisicr when
introducing  this  Bill said this was the
Government’s mcasure. h was not a measure of
the Parliiment. it was not a mecasure of those
back-bench  members who  support  the
Government. It was a mecasure laken by the
Government. The  Parliameni, through its
legistative powers, had the capacity to deny the
Government  this  gerrymandered  measure.
Regrewably it did not do anything. [ can only
warn the Premicr that his credibility has been
destroyed. just as his Government's credibility has
been destroyed. The public will not accept this
sort of attiwude.

Mr SHALDERS: i§ move—
That the Housce do now divide.
Motion put and a division taken with the
following resuli—

2079

Aycs 28
Mr Blaikic Mr Mensaros
Mr Clarko Mr Nanovich
Sir Charles Coun vir O'Connor
Mr Coyne Mr Old
Mrs Craig Mr Rushton
Mr Crane Mr Sibson
Dr Dadour Mr Sodeman
Mr Grayden Mr Spriggs
Mr Grewar Mr Trethowan
Mr Hasscll Mr Tubby
Mr Herzfeld Mr Wait
Mr P. V. Jones Mr Williams
Mr Laurance Mr Young
Mr MacKinnon Mr Shalders

(Teller}

Noes 22
Mr Barncul Mr Harman
Mr Bertram Mr Jumicgson
Mr Bridge MrT. H. Joncs
Mr Bryce Mr Mclver
MrB.T. Burke Mr Parker
Mr T. ). Burke Mr Pearce
Mr Carr Mr Sicphens
Mr Cowzan Mr Taylor
Mr Davics Mr Tonkin
Mr H.D. Evans Mr Wilson
Mr Grill Mr Bateman

{ Tellcr)

Mation thus passed.

The SPEAKER: In order 1o pass in the
aflirmative. the question “That the Bill be now
rcad a third time” will need the support of an
absolute majority of the House. If, when | put the
question, there is 4’ dissenticnt voice, 1 will have to
divide the House.

Question pui.

There being a dissentient voice | shall divide
the House.

Division taken with the following result—

Ayes 28
Mr Biaikic Mr Mcnsaros
Mr Clarko Mr Nanovich
Sir Charles Court Mr O'Connor
Mr Coyne Mr Old
Mrs Craig Mr Rushton
Mr Cranc Mr Sibson
Dr Dadour Mr Sodeman
Mr Gravden Mr Spriggs
Mr Grewar Mr Trethowan
Mr Hassell Mr Tubby
Mr Herzleld Mr Wan
Mr P, V. Jones Mr Williams
Mr Laurance Mr Young
Mr MacKinnon Mr Shalders
{Teller)
Noes 22
Mr Barnent Mr Harman
Mr Bertram Mr Jamieson
Mr Bridge Mr T. H. Joncs
Mr Bryce Mr Mclver
Mr B. T. Burke Mr Parker
Mr T. J. Burke Mr Pearce
Mr Carr Mr Stephens
Mr Cowan Mr Taylor
Mr Davies Mr Tonkin
Mr H. D. Evans Mr Wilson
Mr Grill Mr Bateman
(Telier)

The SPEAKER: I declare the third reading of
the Bill carried with an absolute majority.

Bill read a third time and 1ransmited to the
Council.

QUESTIONS
Questions were taken at this stage.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

MARINE AND HARBOURS BILL
Second Reading
Debate resumed from 12 May.

MR McIVER (Avon) [7.30 p.m.}: This Bill is
designed  to  improve and  streagthen  the
administration and development of martime and
port affairs of Western Australia. | indicate a1 the
outsct that the Opposition has no objection to the
measure, although we require clarification of a
couple of points.

We are all aware that in the last few years
changes have occurred in our ports as a result of
the development occurring in the maritime ficld
in Western Australia. As a result of this it was
found nccessary in 1977 to bring all maritime
authoritics under the jurisdiction of the Minisier
for Transport. | refer 10 the Harbour and Light
Department and all port authorities in Western
Australia. The authoritics were inhibited in
respect of regulations, hence the legislation before
us.
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The Bill provides for the setting up of a new
authority to be known as the department of
marine and harbours, having as its head a gencral
manager, which brings me to my first query. The
Opposition would like to know from where the
general manager will be appointed. Will he come
from the Harbour and Light Department or onc
of the port authoritics?

1 note with a feeling of sccurity that the new
department has the blessing of the Public Service
Board and the Treasury. and it is apparent thosc
bodies have liaised with the Minister and agreed
with the implementation of the new department.
However, we would like to know whether (he
selting up of the new department will in any way
impede the port authorities. Who will have (he
say in respect of additions o the various poris?
When a decision is to be made, will it be made by
the port authority or the new department?

In clause 14, to which 1 will refler in greater
detail in Committce, we notc that any moncy
received by the new department shall be paid into
Consolidated Revenuc. As an  alternative we
suggest that perhaps the money could be retained
by the department to cnable it 1o be autonomous
and to expand its work, which, of course, is the
essence of the Bill before us.

I indicate to the House that the Opposition is in
no way opposed to the Bill; we merely seck
clarification of those few points. 1 will raise
further querics in the Committec stage. With
those remarks, § indicate the Opposition’s suppori
of the Bill.

MR RUSHTON (Dale—Minister for
Transport) [7.36 p.m.]: | express my appreciation
to the Opposition for its support of the legislation.
It is most important legislation in that it draws
together all the marine agencics, as the member
for Avon pointed out. When | was appointed 10
the Transport portfolio it was made known o me
that the position in respect of maritime affairs
required Lo be consolidated, and beflore long |
became aware that a report had been made by the
Parliamentary Public Accounts Commiltee—at
that 1ime chaired by the present Minister for
Health—and as a result of that report legislation
was  drawn  up  based firsly on  the
reccommendations  of the Public  Accounts
Committee, and sccondly, on the advice of
consultants.

In response Lo the member’s queries, (he
general manager has yet 10 be appointed.
Obviously we have a very good manager in the
Harbour and Light Department, and applications
will be called and an appointment madc after the
passing of the Bill. | do not want 10 say more
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about that at this time. However, we have very
good people in the Harbour and Light
Department and obviously cvery consideration
will be given to them.

In respect of his second query, port autharitics
are aionomous bodies. In faci, we are redrafting
the legislation and regulations because Lhe present
set is found to be wanting. | can assurc the
member the new depariment  will assist  the
Minister in the day-lo-day activitics of maritime
afflairs, but the port authorilics will be separate
and will do the decision making, and they wili
report direct to the Minister. Obviously liaison
will occur between the new department and the
various authorities.

In respect of income received, (o which clause
14 refers, obviously as is the case with any other
depariment  receipts  must  be  paid  into
Consolidated Revenuc. The department’s budgel
will be considered along with the budgets of other
depariments. It will be the anly department in the
Transport portfolio, and it will have a very
satisfactory arrangement in respect of loan funds
and revenue funds which will be dealt with
through the Treasury.

Mr Mclver: So in essence there would be no
advantage in the money going back to the
authority, and it would be more advantageous'lo
pay il into Consolidated Revenue?

Mr RUSHTON: Far management contral, yes,
just as is the case with every other department. |
scc no nced for the new department o be
autonomous in respect of finance.

I appreciate the support of the Opposition, and
look forward to obscrving the administration of
this department.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

in Commiltec

The Deputy Chairman of Committees (Mr
Biaikic) in the Chair; Mr Rushton (Minister for
Transport) in charge of the Bill.

Clauses | to 4 put and passed.
Clause 5: Functions of the Departmem—

Mr McIVER: When 1 first read the Bill | was a
fittle disappointed—this is my only criticism of
the measure, and | offer it
constructively—becau ¢ 1 found the Government
has not given consideration to the licensing of
power boats, Every weekend we pick up the
newspaper and rcad of mishaps on the various
walcrways of Western Australia. It is apparent
that some people in control of power boats give
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no thought 10 and have no responsibility in respect
of the handiing of their craft.

Western Australia and Victoria arc the only
States which do not license power boals, and |
thought when the new department was being set
up the Minister would give consideration to
making provision for licensing power boats and to
requiring owners to undertake a 1est. | concede
the fact that it would still be impossible
thoroughly to police the situation because ol the
number of cralt on the waterways, but we must
make pecople more conscious of the fact that it is
as important 1o take carc on the walerways as it is
to lake care on the highways.

Many people go out in their boats withoul
realising that the engines in their crafl use more
fucl than the engines in their motor vehicles. Any
person off the strect can purchase a power boat
and without any knowledge of navigation take his
craft onto the waterways and oul to sea.

I do not have Lo emphasise to the Commitice
the huge cost of looking for the people who
become lost—on many occasions beeause of their
lack of knowledge and their lack of responsibility
in this ficld. Without labouring the point, I would
like the Government’s view on this, because of the
increasing number of latalitics on our waterways.

Mr RUSHTON: | have sought advice on this
from time to lime. One recommendalion is that
we should develop our safety measures. We
should cducaic people 10 be more thoughiful
about what they do. From time to time, films
have been developed in co-operation with other
States: and they arc shown by the media in this
State.

I expect a recommendalion from the boating
advisory commitlee at any time now. | will be
able 10 advise the member further when that
information is before me.

The Stales which license boats have better
records than Victoria and Western Australia. The
member indicaled that he is awarc of the very
large cost of collecting licence fees. QObviocusly we
should have safcty as our prime objcctive.

1 will pursue the question; and 1 expect to have
the report before me shortly.

Clausc put and passed.

Clauses 6 10 8 put and passed.

Clause 91 Vesling by proclamation  of
Governor—
Mr McIVER: | would like the Minister to

clarify this clause. 1 have my own vicws; but for
the benefit of members of the Opposition, would
he elaborate on the intent of the clause?
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Mr RUSHTON: The clause provides lor the
Governor to vest in the Minister for Transport all
the land and other marine facilities involved. 1
am looking towards the accountability of this
authority, 10 ensure that we have the very best
management. Whilst 1 am the Minister, | will
hold the general manager and his  staff
accountable for everything that happens in
rclation to the assels and economic management.

We are moving towards the authority being
lully accountable, as recommended by the Public
Accounts Commiltec—

Mr Mclver: The jargon of that particular
clausc is a little complicated. | just wanted it
cxplained in more simple English.

HTON: !

A= D11 1
"

Mr RUSHT !
of the assets. [ could go into it at great depth. IT
the member would like further explanations, |
would be pleased to give them to him later.

Clause put and passed.
Clauses 10 10 20 put and passed.
Title put and passed.

v-nlﬂ‘nl‘ tn
i
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Report

Bill reported, without amendment, and Lhe
report adopted.

Third Reading

Leave granied to proceed forthwith to the third
reading.

Bill read a third time, on motion by Mr
Rushion  (Minister for  Transpert}, and
transmitted 1o the Council.

CITY OF PERTH PARKING
FACILITIES AMENDMENT BILL

Second Reading

Debate resumed from 12 May.

MR T. H. JONES (Collie) [7.52 p.m.]: In
relation 10 this Bill, the Opposition must rely on
the information contained in the sccond reading
speech of the Minister. He indicated that the Cily
of Perth had made representations to the
Government 10 amend the Act because it was
encountering problems under the provisions of 1he
City of Perth Parking Facilities Act.

Without piving any clear definitions, the
Minister mentioned in the second reading speech
thai a number of anomalies had been discovered
when people werc sctting up private car parks.
They were not being set up under the provisions
of the Act; and they were being set up lo
circumvent the requirements of the Act, especially
in relation to the requirement {0 makc payment
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for cach bay located within an area. The Minister
went on to say that illegal parks had been set up
by illegal operators. They had not paid the
parking bay fee, which is currently $313.50 per
bay. He indicated the problems that the City of
Perth was having, because the money is used in
the running of the Perth “Clipper” bus services;
and any shortlall is provided out of the parking
fund.

The Minister indicated lurther loopholes in the
Act in relation 10 parking bays gencrally. In
addition, there is provision in the Bill for the
sewting up of parking bays for a limited period.

The Act provides at the moment that where
there is a pemalty of $200 per month or
imprisonment for operating a park uniawfully, the
Bill provides that the fine for a continuing offence
will be $100 per day; and the provision relating to
imprisonment is to be deleted.

The legislation also gives the council the power
Lo impose resiriclions in relation to any land sold
under its acgis.

With reference to the temporary licence
provision, the council has permission to issuc
temporary licences (or a period of two years. If
the council rejects applications for approval, the
Bill provides Tor appeals 10 the Minisicr; and the
Minister can grant a licence, or extend a licence
for a car park, as he secs fit.

Also comained in the Bill is a clause 10 amend
the maximum fine from $40 for a breach of the
rcgulations to $200. That is five times the existing
amount. The Minister did not indicate the reason
for that change. All the Opposition can do is to
rely on the information given by the Minister in
the sccond reading specch. We have had no
opportunily to check it.

Unfortunately, this Bill was introduced inta the
Parliament only last night. Members will
appreciale that having sai until a little before
midday today, the Opposition has had litle
chance 1o consider Lhe Bill and approach the
Perth City Council with a vicw to checking the
information given by the Minister in his sccond
rcading spcech. The Minister would agrec that we
have had little time 1o check the sitvation. It is
regretiable,

We hope there will be a change in the
Government’s planning on the introduction of
legislation, because not enough time is provided.
We are not saying we are nol equipped to handle
the Bill; but certainly the Opposition has not been
given much time 1o check through the relevant
points mentioned by the Minister, to decide
whether the provisions go far enough, or whether
amendments are necessary.
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The Act provides for the provision of car parks
in the city. The Opposition queries whether we
should be looking at the exiension of parking
facilities, or whether the Government should be
trying Lo keep traffic out of the main city area.

The Minister made an inspection similar 1o the
on¢ | made in Nottingham, England. The
corporation there leads the world in relation to
traffic problems generally. The bus services keep
the main Mow of traffic out of the city block. The
car parks are erected outside Nottingham; and
the people who wish to go into the city park their
cars and are transported into the city block frec of
charge. The buses have expressways, which give
them a free run over the private motorists. This
mcthod encourages Lthe motorists to leave their
cars out of the city block and use the facilities
available to go into the city.

The Minister would agree that the traffic
congestion in the city is worrying. There are
moves to extend our freeways, and 10 make other
changes to the Mow of traffic. 1 would not be
wrong in saying that the congestion in peak hours
in the ¢ity is very disturbing.

The Opposition wonders what the Government
is doing Lo encourage the motorisis to leave their
cars out of the city block. What is it doing to
encourage them to use public transport on the
same basis as Nottingham? That would overcome
many of the traffic hazards expericnced in the
city, especially at peak times.

With those remarks, the Opposition supports
the Bill.

MR RUSHTON {Dale—Ministcr for
Transpert) [7.59 p.m.]: First, I would not want to
press ahead with the Bill if the Opposition would
likc more time. [ understood that the Opposition
was prepared to proceed with the measure; but |
agree there has been little time. If the Opposition
nceds 1o be accommodated lurther, T would be
prepared to wait a littie longer.

1 thank the honourable member and the
Opposition for their support of the legislation. |
assure the member for Collie the Perth City
Council has been sceking these provisions for
somc time. The council has jurisdiclion over
parking in the metropolitan arca with the power
of veto by the Minister. Parking in the city
arouses great interesi and we have o be very
carelul to ensure our city remains a viable place
for pedestrians and that it is able 1o develop on
sound lines. 1 do not believe we should have a
large number of cars within our city block.

The parking objectives at the present Llime
follow the Perth City Council declared policy
which cncourages parking on the periphery of the
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city. The free “Clipper” scrvice then operates
through these parking arcas and distributes
people throughout the city. Personally, 1 believe
that service has a greal deal 1o commend it. |
have travelled on the “Clipper™ service and |
have heard only good reports about it. It has been
enlarged from time to uime and recently it was
cxicnded to West Perth.

Mr T. H. Jones: You have been to Nottingham,
haven’t you?
Mr RUSHTON: No, | have not.

Mr T. H. Jones: In Nettingham all the parking
is out of the city block. so it is not necessary for
the traffic to gointo the city at all.

Mr RUSHTON: The member wouid be aware
that the Perth Ciity Council has peripheral
parking areas at the present time; so Lhe siluation
1s similar to that in Nottingham.

My views and those of the member for Collie
scem to be similar in regard to this matier. | note
in recent times there has been a change of
direction in the thinking of some of the Perth City
Councillors. A number of councillors have becn
pressing for more and more cars in the city and
rclailers have been supperting that attitude.
However, | have written to my collcague, the
Minister for Urban Development and Town
Planning, 10 sec whether the town planners have
had a change of heart on this matler. Such a
situation will show up in the town plan when it is
rclcased.

As far as | understand the policy of the Perth
City Council, it {favours peripheral parking,
limitation of cars in the city, and the “Clipper™
service so that people can move lreely around the
city. | belicve the member for Collie and myself
are in agreement in that regard. | appreciate his
contribution and thank the Opposition for its
support.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

In Commitice. ctc.

Bill passed through Committec without debatc,
reported without amendment, and 1he report
adopied.

Third Reading
Leave granted to proceed forthwith 1o the third
reading.
Bill rcad a third time, on motion by Mr
Rushion  (Minister  for  Transport), and
transmitled to the Council.
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MINING AMENDMENT BILL
Second Reading

Debalte resumed lrom 26 March.

MR HARMAN (Maylands) [8.07 p.m.]: The
purpose of this Bill is to resolve a problem which
resulted from a decision of the Full Court of the
Supreme Court in respect of mining tenements on
temporary reserves. The first proposal in the Bill
is to validate all the tencments which have been
applied for in the past and to overcome Lhe
problems presented to the Government and the
Mines Department as a result of the decision by
the Full Court.

The second proposal in the Bill is 10 make some
arrangements with respect to the miners’ right Lo
ensure Lhal position applies in future legislation.

The Opposition does not raise any objeclion to

these provisions.

MR GRILL (Yilgarn-Dundas} [8.09 p.m.]: |
follow our shadow Minister and indicale the
Opposition supports the Bill which arises out of a
Supreme Court action whereby CRA Exploration
fought an action against Australian American
Prospecting Limited. 11 was a bautle of the giants
over a lemporary reserve and il related to section
226 of the old Mining Act, not the new one
passed in 1978,

Up Lill that date, it had always been considered
that with an area which had been pegged on whal
was later made a temporary reserve, or pegged for
a mineral other than that reserved by the
tenement itself, or where a bona fide prospector
had worked the tenement prior 10 the marking out
of the temporary reserve, and made an applicalion
for a tenement within three months of the
granting of the lemporary reserve, Lhere was a
provision (o make it a tenement.

They were the exceptions to the rule that where
a lemporary reserve was granted by the Minister
it gave exclusive proprietary rights Lo the reserve
holder.

The dcecision in the matler of CRA Exploration
and Australian American Prospecting Limited
threw that previousty held view into jeopardy. It
meant  that  those three  categories  af
exceptions—cven where the tenements within the
temporary rescrve were pegged by the owner of
the tenement—were placed in jeopardy and werc
invalid. That decision went against the previous
construction placed on the Mining Act.

[t is now considercd necessary to cancel part of
the lemporary reserve and then grant the
tenement within that cancelled area. We on Lhis
side of the House accept that such a remedy to
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the sitvation is in fact impractical, mainly
because of the reason outlined by the Minister,
namcly, that it was almost impossible Lo designate
with any accuracy an area within a temporary
reserve until such time as the pegs arc placed in
the ground. We go along entircly with the
Minister on all these questions; but here is Lhe
rub.

The introduction of this particular Bill to
amend the old Mining Act raises the question of
the implementation of the new Mining Act. We
on this side of the House thoroughly abhar the
new Mining Act. We think it is a monstrosity
which should never be proclaimed. | am pleased
to scc this particular Minister has approached
with some trepidation the subject of bringing
down the regulations under Lhe implementation of
the new Mining Act. Maybe that is putting too
much emphasis on the situation, but certainly the
Minister has not acted as speedily as the former
Minister might have donc. From some of the
statemenis made by the Minister I gleancd the
impression Lhat perhaps he is having second
thoughts about the new Act and is altogether
rethinking the regulations.

If that is not the case, perhaps the Minister can
tell the House and (he people of Western
Australin—in particular, the prospeciors of the
castern goldficlds who are forever on my back
about this particular piece of legislation—what
will happen and when iL will happen.

If the Minister could tell the people that in fact
hc does not intend 10 procecd with the
implementation of the regulations under the new
Act, they would be detighted and he would be the
most popular man in the eastern goldficlds. If the
Minister could give us some information it would
be of benefit 10 a number of people in Lthe area,
including individuals and companics both large
and small.

Just while we arc 1alking about the new Mining
Act, let me restate the position of the Qpposition.
It is totally opposed Lo the new Mining Act and if
the Opposition came into power, it would rcpeal
it. We say apgain that it places undue restrictions
on prospectors and small mining companigs,
especially in the nature and number of tcnements
they may hold; it makes the holding of tenements
for smdller mining companics and prospeclors a
burcaucratic nightmare; it places onerous
financial burdens on prospectors in respect of
rents and bonds: and lasi, but not least, it allows a
form of policing of the Act which we believe will
only fetier the industry.

Inevitably the policing of the new Act will be
carried out by computer, wilth its inflexibility,
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authoritarianism, and lack ol sensitivity.
Tenements will be cancelled automatically for
minor breaches ol the Act and regulations. The
computer will supplement X hundred inspectors
who would normally have been necessary to police
the Act il that function were carried oul by
people in the field.

I have expressed privately 1o the Minister
previously the view that any Acl must have within
it adcquate flexibility for it to operatc in a
practical sense. If we have an Acl which will be
policed and operated by a computer, we will not
have the requisite flexibility within the Act and
the requisite flexibility which is within the
department at the moment, as the Minister is well
aware, 10 allow minor transgressions of the Act
without making the whole tencment void.

If possible, | should like the Minister to
comment on that matter also, because it worrics a
number of tenement holders in the castern
goldficlds.

Mr P, V. Jones: You could have asked me a
question aboul it.

Mr GRILL: | thought this was probably the
appropriate time to do so. No doubt the Minister
is more than well equipped to answer the queries |
have put to him.

MR P. V. JONES (Narrogin—Minisler for
Mines) [8.16 p.m.]: [ thank the Opposition for its
support of the Bill and the amendments Lo it. As
the two previous spcakers have indicated, the
amendmcents relaie 1o a technical matter and as
the member for Yilgarn-Dundas has said il has
been a situalion which has cxisled for a long time
and is onc which will be very well accepted by the
industry.

Whal happens with the pegging of a lemporary
reserve is that portion is cancelled; in effect, the
amendment had to be changed and we were in a
situation where we had 1o qualify it. Indeed, the
first draflt required additional qualification and
that is the reason for the amendments which
appear on the notice paper and which will be
made during the Commiilee stage.

With regard to the questions asked by Lhe
member for Yilgarn-Dundas, [ have already
indicated the situation in answer 10 a previous
question. | said that this was nccessary because
the transitional provisions will allow whal we do
here to go through into the new legislation. So,
that particular aspect will be rectificd before we
move 1o the condilions of the new legislation.

As far as the other matlers are concerncd | will
wrap them in onc bundle. We are proceeding
along a path quite satisfactorily. certainly an
amount of printing must be done, and discussions
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have 1o be carried oul with various groups
regarding regulations. | am sure the member is
aware of those discussions with indusiry. and
people in the eastern goldfields will become aware
of the changes which are proposed in the
regulations. One such change relates to the
smaller prospector.

The member for Yilgarn-Dundas mentioned
the bureaucratic aspects involved—and 1 am
quoting his term. However. signilicantly they
have been removed and ail aspects of reporting
have been improved in that there is a quarterly
report and an annual report. That means that we
have a report which has some meaning.

The member for Yilgarn-Dundus reflerred to
the Tunding aspect and surelies. 1 have inenijoned
thal the leaseholders and representatives 1 have
met were advised of what we were praoposing and
| sounded them out. I was Lold that we would be
removing the financial requirements which were
ol concern to them and that will now further
assist the prospector.

Il the member wishes a discussion | will be
quite happy to indicate what has been done. We
arc moving down the path quictly where these
things arc concernced.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committec

The Depuly Chairman of Committees (Mr
Blaikie) in the Chair; Mr P. V. Jones (Minister
for Mines) in charge of the Bill.

Clause 1 put and passcd.

Clausc 2: Section 277B inserted—

Mr P. V. JONES: After the introduction of the
Bill 1 reccived some legal advice in relation to
matlers cantained in the Bill. 1t was at a siage
where we were first dealing with the technical
aspecl of wenements and subsequent advice from
the Crown Law Department indicated that it
would be desirable that this matier be put right,
as far as the technical aspect was concerned. The
members for Maylands and Yilgarn-Dundas have
said that we should still add a further paragraph;
however, | move an amendment—

Page 2—Add after proposed new
subscction (2} the following new subsection
to stand as subsection (3)—

(3) The occupation and marking of
of land temporarily rescrved under
section 276 of this Act shall not confer
nor bc deemed at any timc to have
conferred a right other than that of
marking off until that land has been
made the subject of an application for
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the grant or registration of a mining
tenement and that application has been
granted or registered. .

Amecndment put and passed.
Clause, as amended, put and passed.
Clause 3: Continuation of miners’ rights—

Mr P. V. JONES: A similar situation arose
with this clause after the Bill was introduced. A
technical matter involved the issue of a miner’s
right and when clarifying the first point Lhe
opportunity was laken to ensure that the siluation
with respect to miners’ rights and their transfers
into the new mining legislation would not be in
any way jeopardised. So this amendment is to

alooife, oL e O Ty
LTy i a3y (WO pardgrdpns. 1 move A
amendment—

Page 2—Add after subclause (2) the
following new subclauses to stand as
subclauses (3) and (4)—

(3) A miner’s right issued under the
Mining Act 1904 belore & December
1978 shall be decmed to have been valid
and in force until the date of cxpiry
cxpressed thercon.

(4) Subsection (3) of this section shall
not be construed so as 1o derogale in any
way from the effect of the Mining Act
Amendment Clause 1978 as set oul in
Clause 3 of the Second Schedule te the
Mining Act 1978. .

Mr GRILL: The inclusion of the mincrs’ rights
and the perpetuation of this particular provision
in the amendment marks a very significant
departure from the initial philosophy set out in
the Mining Bill as it was introduced in 1978.

It was only under pressure that the Government
was prepared Lo include a provision in the new
mintng legislation which related to miners’ rights
with traditional licences whereby prospectors
have, over the years, prospecled on Crown land
and private land throughout the State.

The Opposition is pleased to sec that vestige of
the traditional licence being included in the ncw
legislation and that it is being carricd on with
these transitional provisions.

[ think the Government has probably come 1o
the conclusion thal the miners’ rights are more
than just scntimental. The rcason for their
inclusion in Lhe Yegislation is very significant and
this tnclusion is greeted with some alacrity in the
goldficlds and by Lhe members of the Opposition.
We support the amendment.

Amendment put and passed.
Clause, as amended, put and passed.
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Title put and passed.
Bill reported with amendments.

WESTERN AUSTRALIAN INSTITUTE
OF TECHNOLOGY AMENDMENT BILL

Message: Appropriations

Message from the Governor received and read
recommending appropriations for the purposes of
the Bill.

BIL1S (2): RETURNED
1. Industrial Arbitration Amendment Bill.
Bill returned from the Council without

amendment,
2. Setuement Agents Bill.
Bill returned from the Council with
amendments.
LOCAL GOVERNMENT
AMENDMENT BILL (No. 2)
Second Reading

Dcbate resumed tom 5 May.

MR CARR (Geraldion) [8.28 p.m.]: This Bill
intends to do two things: Firstly, to allow the
payment of reasonable expenses for the partner of
a councillor when attending Local Government
Weck or similar conferences on local government
business. Secondly, it allows the introduction of
uniform  by-laws with regard to  building
conditions in carthquake arcas.

When introducing the Bill the Minister [or
Local Government said that the question of the
payment of expenses for councillors’ wives had
been of some interest to local governments quite
recently.

That was quile an understatement in general
and with regard to one local government authority
it is a very considerable understatement. | refer w0
the experiences of the Shire of Carnarvon which
subject, amongst others, led to the introduction of
this Bill.

At the 1979 Country Shire Council’s
Association conference during Local Government
Week. many councillors queried their entitlement
to expenses for the spouses or partners.

It came (o0 a head when an auditor from the
Department of Local Government visited the
Shirc of Carnarvon and reported on the situation.
He found that four council members or officers
and their wives had attended Local Government
Week and that cxpenses had been claimed for (he
four wives. The council people involved included
the deputy shire president, Mr Wilson Tuckey, a
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gentlemen well known in local government circles
at the time, as President of the Country Shire
Councils’  Association, and who has since
distinguished himsell by becoming a member of
Federal Parliament.

Mr Davies: And calling for extra cxpenses.

Mr Meclver: Which political party is he with
now?

Mr CARR: That is 2 very interesting qucstion.
I intended o trace the cxperiences that led Mr
Tuckey into Federal Parliament. Members will
remember that in 1974 he stood for the seal of
Gascoyne as an cndorsed candidate for the
National Alliance. Then between 1974 and 1977
he approached the Australian Labor Party for
cndorsement for Lhe 1977 election. We would
have nothing to do with him, and subsequently, as
a last desperate measure, he resorted ta joining
the Liberal Party and is now the Federal member
for O’Connor. He distinguished himself recently
by his great concern for cgalitarian considerations
by secking an additional clectorate allowance of
$30 000 a year!

Mr Davies: Has he been with the Country
Party at all?

Mr CARR: He was with the National Alliance,
which was in a sort of semi-marriage situation
with the Country Party.

Hec was one of the four people involved. The
others were two councillors of the Shire of
Carnarvon and the shire clerk.

Mr Mclver:
O’Conneor.

Mr CARR: The auditor who visited Carnarvon
reported Lhal the air fares for the Tour wives were
$176.60 each. Also, an oulstanding account had
been forwarded from the Parmelia Hilton Hotel
for $1 638.37 for accommodation over Local
Government Week.

Mr Davies: That was a fairly reasonable week,
wasn’t it?

Mr CARR: When introducing the measure, the
Minister said in most cases the expenses would be
reasonable, and | agree with that gencral
comment. For that reason [ will not argue the
right of representatives of local government
authorities to visil Perth for Local Government
Week and Lo stay in reasonably comfortable
accommodation—without its being loo excessive.

We have 1o tolerate him in

Mr Mclver: A pity we could not do that when |
was in local government.

Mr CARR: The auditor made the point in the
report that a number of maiters ol law had been
raised. He referred specifically to the possibility
that the three councillors concerned may have
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disqualified themselves from their scats on the
council on the ground of having received a
pecuniary interest and not having dectared it. The
auditor recommended (o the Shire of Carnarvon
that a legal opinion be sought.

The whole affair then became a little seamy;
the shire clerk, who had an obvious involvement,
refused 1o be party to obtaining a legal opinion.
When a special meeting of councillors was called
ta instruct the shire clerk to seek a legal opinion,
the meeting was boycotted and a quorum could
not be obtained.

The shire president considered taking legal
advice, but he was confronted with the situation
that he might be liable for the cost of any cnsuing
aciion. So that was a stalematc.

In the carly stages 1 believe the Minister took
the corrcct action of not becoming involved. She
said that the council could take appropriate action
and that she hoped the matter would resolve
itself. My understanding is that nothing has been
donc about the situation; it has just been allowed
to drift on. If the Minister has different
information, 1 would be happy to listen to her
comments. She may be able 10 put my mind at
rest. However, | believe the issue dithered along
until the stage was reached where the problem
was acknowledged and the solution was 10
introduce legislation Lo correct it.

! would like to lcave aside the particular
sitvation in Carnarvon, and turn to the measure
itself. Quiie clearly, the Opposition does not
oppos¢ Lhe mecasure. We think H is quite
rcasonable for representatives of a shire council 1o
be able to take their partners with them Lo such
an evenl as Local Government Week.

I would like to raise onc query aboul a matter
referred 1o by the Minister in her sccond reading
speech, and the reference to this point in the Bill.
In the second reading speech the Minisier said
that the local government authority could meet
the rcasonable expenses incurred where a
counciller’s partner accompanicd that councillor.
Slightly different terminology is used in the Bill
which refers 1o the cxpenses being met where a
councillor incurs additional expenses by reason of
his being accompanied by not morc than one
other person.

That is very wide wording, and we could need a
finer interpretation. I am not for a moment
suggesting  that the wording should not be
reasonably wide. In our medern-day society,
people live in a whole range of circumstances. For
instance, it might be reasonable for an elderly
widowed councillor to take his daughier with him,
just as a councillor may wish to 1ake along his de
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facto wife. Certainly we would have no objection
o such pcople coming within the provision.
Pcrhaps the  Minister can  explain  the
interpretation of this provision to my satisfaction.

On this particular point 1 would like 10 refer 10
a query involving the other local government
legislation on the notice paper. In that Bill which
relates  to  electoral  provisions for  local
government, we are told that the right to vote will
be cxtended Lo the wife or husband of the
occupier or owner of a property. That is very tight
warding, and in that Bill, the Opposition wilt scck
tlo amend Lhe provision 10 include de facto
spouses. However, it seems to mc to be
inconsistent to have a wide provision in one local
government Bili and a restricied provision in
another. 1 would like the Minister to comment on
this paint.

The Bill refers to the right of local government
authoritiecs to  draft  building by-laws in
carthquake zoncs. We sce no objection to the
general principle that councils should be able 10
lay down the requirements for safe buildings in
cerlain places. However, the Minister has made
available 10 me a copy of some draft by-laws on
this particular point, and I have passed this on to
my collcague, the member for Avon.

While 1 claim no expertise in the building field,
it appears {o me that the draft by-laws are fairly
prescriptive, and one could almost say they are
extreme. The member for Avon, whose eleclorate
is close 10 the carthquake area, has looked a1 the
provisions closely, and also, he has discussed the
matter with people in his area. He intends 10
pursuc this question more closely. That is all |
would like to contribute to the debate.

MR SODEMAN ({Pilbara} [8.40 pm.]: ]
support the Bill and, like the previous speaker, |
refer 10 the fact that it covers two particular
aspects.

I would like to comment on the matier of
uniform building by-laws in earthquakc zones. In
cyclone-prone  areas, the local authorities
experience a great deal of trouble in regard to
uniform building by-laws. No common agreement
has been reached on this subject throughout
Australia. So when the shire lays down that a
building must be of a specific standard to
withstand cyclone-strength winds, that standard
varies throughout Australia. Perhaps this matier
does not impinge on this Bill, but | would like to
indicate, by way of comment to the Minisier that
in the Pilbara in particular, and in other parts of
Australia—certainly in Queensland—this
problem exists. As a Government, we should
endeavour 1o do something about it. Ceriainly it
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will take a considerable amount of time and a
great deal of consultation lo reach common
agrecment.

In regard to the provision (o permit councils Lo
meel Lhe reasonable cexpenses incurred when a
councillor’s partner accompanics that councillor
to atlend a municipal conference, or on other
dutics, 1 am very pleased about the inclusion of
this provisian, particularly for people in remote
arcas. The task of a councillor is a fairly thankless
one; rarely do councillors receive a pat on the
back. They arc more likely 1o reccive brick bats,
in the same way as members ol Parliament do.
The role of a councillor is a voluntary one, so Lhe
provision in this Bill will be a small nicety to show
appreciation for the excetlent job of work that
councillors do right throughout the State.

| would like to rcfer also to the spouses of shire
clerks. The wives of these officials give up a great
deal of time to assist their husbands in their
official duties. Frequently they prepare meals for
guests, atiend numerous lunctions, and on many
occasions they are left home alone while their
husbands attend 1o other dulics.

Like the member for Geraldton, | realise that
socicly is changing very rapidly—in fact, it is
changing far too quickly. | am apprehensive also
aboul the use of the word “partner”. However, |
think the provision could be extended to cover Lhe
wives or partners of shire clerks. 1 hope that in
most instances this would be the spouse of a shire
clerk, and certainly it would be so in regard to the
four local gavernment authorities in my area.

Although it may nol be convenient to consider
this matter now, | would ask the Minister at a
later date to consider the possibility of broadening
this provision to cover the wives of shire clerks.
Frequently these women make a far greater
contribution to local government (han do the
wives of the councillors. Usually the wife of a
shire clerk has a full commitment, but there are
very few perks associated with her voluntary job.
One way 1o look at the mailer perhaps could be in
linc with the provisions relating 1o the wives of
members of Parliament when 2 member travels to
his electorate. Some provision could be made for
ravel on a once-a-year or Lwice-a-year basis, of
course subject to the authorisation of the
particular council involved.

Mr Mclver: If you allow that concessian, where
docs it stop? The pardencr and his wife will want
10 go next.

Mr Davies: And they would be entitled to.

Mr SODEMAN: It would depend on the
lnances of the shirc. For that reason | said it
would be subjcct to the authorisation of the local
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government authority concerned. The funds may
nol be available at the time, but if the provision
were there. it would allow a local authority to
make the decision. The amount invelved could be
limited. The main problem may be where to draw
the line. Certainly it should not apply to
councillors in the metropolitan area, but should it
include councillors in near metropolitan country
shires? Whe should be included and who should
be excluded? The decision will nol be an easy onc
to make, but | put that forward as a scrious
recommendation. With those remarks | support
the Bill.

MR McPHARLIN (Mi. Marshall) [8.45 p.m.]:
The provisions of (he Bill to lay down more
stringent building requirements for earlthquake
and seismic zones will be welcomed in those arcas
in which earthquakes occur. 1 refer particularly to
the Meckering district, where a major earthquake
occurred in 1968 and Lo the Cadoux district,
where an carthquake occurred in 1979, Both
arcas are in my electorate.

Mr Pcarce: Do you think that is a coincidence?

Mr McPHARLIN: It is due to the dynamic
representalion they receive,

I have had numerous discussions with people
whose properties were damaged as a result of
those earthquakes. In fact, | was recently
approached by a person who wished to build a
new brick home within the scismic zone. He had
found a builder who was prepared to incorporate
safcly measurcs in that structure to cnable it 1o
withstand carth tremors, and he was prepared to
pay the ¢xtra building costs invelved.

When this persen approached the local shire
council he was advised that, due 10 Lhe building
by-laws, the council was unable to agree to the
building plan. The builder appealed to the
Minister and he was advised by the Minister that,
after careful consideration, the appeal was denied.
The builder firmly believes this type of siructure
has a place in carthquake zones. He belicves il
should be treated as a prototype and that similar
safety measures could be incorporated in other
buildings and houscs in the area.

At the present time, the house is being buill
according to the by-laws. | believe it was a litlle
uniortunate the local authority and the Minister
were not more flexible to cnable this man to have
adequate salely precautions built into his new
home. Pecople still want 10 build in brick, and
these safely measures would lessen Lhe possibility
of damage during an carthquake. Of course,
many people will nol build in brick because of the
damage which often occurs during carth tremors.
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It is interesting that although there have been
only two major carthquakes in these arcas,
tremors of varying magnitudes occur almost daily;
they never completely cease. The people of the
area are so uscd 10 carth tremors they do not
worry unduly about them until the tremors reach
sufficient intensity Lo start causing damage.

I was in Cadoux on the night of the carthquake.
After the earthquake, some people moved away
from the district: others rebuilt their homes. The
carthquake caused a considcrable amount of
stress and unrest amongst the community.
However. afier a time, the people scttled down
and reahised they would simply have to lace up to
the problem; their attitude is now tremendous.
They have wnvested i a very large sporiing
complex which is a credit 1o them.

Mr Bertram: Whal is that constructed of?

Mr McPHARLIN: It is not constructed of
brick, but of stcel with an external cladding
malerial. 1 understand the roof is of aluminium or
ashestos.

Mr Spriggs: Did the Government coniribute to
the complex?

Mr McPHARLIN: Yes, quite considerably,
and 1 am sure the people of the district
appreciated it,

| should like the Minister in her reply to outline
what are these special building requircments
because this is a maitter of great interest to
builders in the area. After all, they are the ones
who will be required to install strenghening braces
and the like in new homes, and they should know
what is required of them.

[ have discussed this matter with architects who
say. “Yes, we can design homes which will stand
up to carthquakes but they will cost you a lot
more money.” | refer the Minister 10 her second
reading specch when she made the following
slatcment—

A graduated scale of additional structural
requirements is  proposed, with the most

stringent  requirements applying Lo  the
highest risk arcas and less stringent
requircments: applying to areas on the
periphery.
Pcople are prepared to put their maoney into new
buildings  which  incorporaic  strengthening
procedurcs, and they will welcome these

additional requirements, provided it does not
involve them in excessive cost.

Mr Bertram: What was the position with
insurance?

Mr McPHARLIN: In most cases, after the
Cadoux carthquake insurance claims were met

2089

without a great deal of hapgling; of course, there
were same prolonged discussions as to whether or
not the claims would be met; however, |
undersiand they have all now been sctiled. In
addition, donations werc made, and the Lord
Mayar’s Earthquake Appeal Fund also raised
510000 for the area. | can assure members this
money was greatly appreciated by the people of
the district.

The sccond aspect of the legislation refers o
the payment of the travelling expenses of what is
described as a  “‘councillor’s  pariner”. The
Minister made the following statement in her
sccond reading speech—

| believe that permitting councils to meel
these ecxpenses, which would on  most
occasions be only a fairly modest amount,
will not impose any greal burden on
ralepayers.

I understand the councils will still be able to make
the decision as to the amount of money they are
prepared to allocate towards these costs, and |
think that would be accepied by the authorities
involved.

I support the amending legislation, believing it
to be aimed in the right direction.

MR McIVER (Avon) [8.55 p.m.]: 1 wish to
queslion the Minister on several aspects of the
legislation. [ find myself a little at variance with
thec member for Mt. Marshall. In my opinion,
builders and other people connected with the
construction industry in earthquake zones are
becoming a littlle over-cautious. For example,
recently a police station was constructed in the
town of York. Because it was thought York was
in an carthquake zone, the shire was required 10
accepl a substandard building.

Mrs Craig: Do you mean substandard
aeslhetically? | 1ake it the authority is happy with
the actual construction of the building.

Mr McIVER: That is quite correct. Fellowing
the Cadoux earthquake, the Public Works
Department drew up what, for the sake of
convenience, | shall describe as “model by-laws™
as a guide for builders and local authorities.

In recent times, | have spoken to a few well-
known and very capable builders in the Avon
electorate and they have brought 1o my atiention
the fact that if they are required to adhere rigidly
Lo the by-laws prepared by the PWD, the cost of
constructing a home in the country arcas will rise
considerably. | am not referring specifically to the
Avon clectorate. As the member for Mt. Marshall
indicated, small tremors occur almost daily.
Although they arc stringently monitored at the
Mundaring monitoring station, they arc nol
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reported in the Press. Thercfore, people in these
areas should not be over-cautious about the
possibility of major earthquakes occurring.

When we consider other carthquake-prone
countrics, we sce they are far more relaxed in
their building by-laws and their entire attitude
than we scem to be becoming.

I undersiand the Bill allows the Government, as
well as local government, to make additional
uniform by-laws. Would it be correct 1o say that
once a uniform by-law is accepted by a local
authority, that is the end of it?

Mrs Craig: Once it is adopied by a shire. Are
you afraid this will mean higher standards than
those which have obtained previously.

Mr McIVER: No, T am principally concerned
about the cost.

Mrs Craig: Do you believe the cost will be
higher  because more  stringent  building
requirements will be applied?

Mr McIVER: Ycs.

Mrs Craig: | canm assure you that will not be the
casc. These standards have becn available for the
past 10 years.

Mr McIVER: | am delighted to have that
assurance from the Minister; | will be able 1o
shart-circuit my remarks.

I would like to quote the following from a
circular which was issucd by the Department of
Local Government 1o municipalities for the
attention of their respective building surveyors. |
quole as follows—

Buildings with tile roofs should be
professionally designed in accordance with
AS 2121 “The Design of Earthquake
Resistant Buildings™.

This means the usual architect or builder in one
of these carthquake-prone arcas may not be able
to meet those requirements, necessitating a person
engaging somconc  who could design  a
professional type of roofl to meet these
requirements. | understand that each tile has to
be screwed down separately and  there are
requirements in relation to the struts 10 be used.,
The combination of all this means an additional
cosl of perhaps several thousand dollars and this
is the reason | have raised this question with the
Minister. The builders in my region are concerned
that they will have 10 impose this additional cost
when building homes.

I belicve il a couple want 10 build a home of
brick and tile. irrespective of the carthquake arca
involved, they should be able 10 do so. These
stringent requirements should not be imposed. 1
would like some clarification.  Will  local
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authorities be able 10 set their own by-laws or will
they have to adhere to the uniform building by-
laws involved here?

MRS CRAIG (Wellington—Minister for Local
Government) [9.02 p.m.}: | thank members for
their support of this Ilcgislation. In the first
instance | would like to refer to remarks made by
the member for Geraldion in relation 10 the
surcharge applied 10 some councillors from the
Shire of Carnarvon who, with their spouses,
attended Local Government Week. | assurc the
member the Carnarvon Shire was not the only ane
involved. The matter of the payment of ecxpenscs
of spouses or partners of authorised delegates 10
municipal conferences has long been o vexed
question in local government circles. 1t goes
without saying the problem is onc that is much
more apparenl among those people who have 10
travel considerable distances than with those who
are resident in the metropolitan area.

There has been no provision in the Act for the
Minister to allow expenditure of this sory,
although in recent  years prior to Local
Government Weck  a  directive  from  the
department  went out 1o local authorities
indicating that cerlain cxpenditure for spouses
could be mel by councils, and that usually related
10 specific social functions which are a necessary
part of Local Government Week, 1t was not
possible for other reasonable expenses to be paid.

The case referred (o by the member for
Geraldton was [airly accuralely deseribed and |
would like to say those amounts have been paid,
with the exception of a small proportion of one
person’s account, and | would not like to mention
names in the Chamber tonight. 1 am not sure
whether the other account was paid by the
association or met by the councillor concerned. At
that time Lhere were a number of councils which
decided they would act in cxactly the same way.
They were all surcharged in exactly the same way
and they all met their obligations in relation 1o
the surcharge.

| was approached by both associations with a

request  that  the Government jook 1o an
amendment aof this sort in order that these
reasenable expenses could be met. | am very

pleased the proposal has the general acceptance of
members here today, because the Lhing that must
be borne in mind always when we arc talking
about councillors is the faet they do work in an
honorary capacity and that surely, once every two
years or for other specific municipal conlerences.
it ought 1o be possible for them 10 get some
assistance from the council for expenses of a
reasonable naturc if that council has decided that
is the way it wishes 1o act,
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The member for Geraldton also referred to the
subject of disquatification, which | suppose was
really extrancous 10 the matters contained in this
amendment. He referred to the fact that there
was a provision in another Bill we will be
considering later tonight that makes the action to
be taken in relation o disqualification clearer and
more concise. The absence of clarity is a difficuly
which has existed in the past.

Mr Carr: It was not the disqualilication
proviston | reflerred 1o in the other Bill but the
spouses ol occupicd homes geting the voice.

Mrs CRAILG: That is a differemt matier. The
matter of a pariner was the other question raised
by the member. He mentioned that ane Bill
defined a spouse in reiation to a person’s ability to
vote, and in the other it was “partner”™. On flace
value there is a disparity and perhaps some
believe a  change should have been made.
However, in relation Lo this legislation, it became
apparent that there are many councillors who are
in lacl widowed, and as suggested by the member
for Geraldion, would like to be accompanied by a
daughter, fricnd, or a sister-in-law. A great
proportion of lLocal Government Week is given
over to social functions and il is much more
cnjoyable 10 be able 1o atlend with a partner
rather than by oneself.

The situation is not so loose as some people
may Lhink, because these people attend functions
with the express permission of the council. So the
council will be making the decision and 1 belicve
wc can quite sensibly let that responsibilily rest
with the individual councillors.

The member also referred o the wile of the
shire clerk. | belicve it is already possible for a
council formally to decide to meel the cxpenses of
a shire clerk if it so wishes. However, it is in a
different context to the cxpenses of councillors’
partners because we must remember that a group
of people arc unpaid and the other person is paid.
As was suggested by the member for Avon, if we
are 10 say there is one person who is a paid officer
of the council who musl be allowed 10 take his
wife to funclions at the cxpense of ralepayers, it
becomes very difficult then to say where we
should start and where we should stop. [ agree
with the member for Pilbara that a shire clerk’s
wifc is very committed Lo the activities of the
council, but her husband is also the recipient of
expenses which allow him Lo be able 10 meet some
of his requirements.

The importam thing to realise is that a council
can decide lo meet those expenses. The incident
referred to by the member for Geraldton in
relation Lo Lthe surcharge applied 1o the wife of the
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Carnarvan Shire Clerk. In this case the council
had not agreed to meel those expenscs and an
account was rendered even though the council had
not agreed to meet the expenses invalved.

The other matter this smail amending Bill deals
with is that of the application of uniferm building
by-laws in seismic zones. The argumenis
advanced have been many and 1 shoultd point out
that after the Meckering earthquake there was
public concern that no special standards had been
defined for buildings in carthquake-prone areas.

At that time, because we had no specific by-
laws, we adopted for circulation those (hat
applied in New Zealand. Indeed, the circular
from which the member for Avon and the
member for Geraldion quoled was one | handed
to the member for Geraldion and was circulated
to all local authorities. Those by-laws were
adopted from that. We have to understand thal
we are talking about two different sorts of
standards. The class 1 building, which is a
residential type building, is one where the
standards of the circulated building by-laws
apply. The building the member for Avon
referred 1o that was not aesthetically pleasing is
very safle and is built to Australian association
standards which are more stringent because they
cover siluations where members of the public
gather, and the safety of the public is of great
importance and must be ensured.

The Building Advisory Commitiee in this State
docs a tremendous amount of work in relation te
the changes in uniform building by-laws, whether
it be advances in those by-laws that presently
apply or whether it is an examination of
something that now seems 1o be- obsolete or
something which could be improved on. [ express
my appreciation for the work those people do.
They work very hard and give us good advice.
They are a very compelent body of people. In
defining the by-laws they do look 1o prescribe
minimum standards. There is nothing to preclude
a person from building above those standards.
Whilst | know il can be said that when a person
wants to ensure a building is going 10 provide the
highest standard of safety possible it will mean
additional cxpense, the higher standards are
something that those people who have lived in
these earthquake-prone areas agree they would
rather meet.

Mr Mclver: Docs that mean that where these
by-laws are proclaimed, tiles will have to be
screwed down? Will the circular have 10 be
adhered to?

Mrs CRAIG: The member must remember
that 1here are various seismic zones. and the
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standards diminish as we get away from the
principal arcas.
Mr Mclver: What about Northam?

Mrs CRAIG: The member should look al the
map attached to the papers to ascertain whal area
Northam is in. There is a lowering of standards as
the risk becomes lessened.

Mr Mclver: Do you realise the costs involved?

Mrs CRAIG: | realise it is possible to build a
home that docs not have a tiled roof but which
can be made safe for the occupants at far less
cost. While 1 can understand that people might
prefer a brick and tile house, it will be as it
always is in this world a matter of balancing what
can be afforded with the standards 1o be applied
in order 1o cnsure the safety of those people and
their children. They can build themsclves a fibro
housc with a roof of cladding rather than a brick
and tile house. This legislation really allows us
only to wrile into the uniform building by-laws
these special measures. There was no provision in
the Act to do that before. They will apply in arcas
where shires adopt these by-laws.

The member suggested local authorities have
their own by-laws in rclation to  building
standards. Of course thai is not so. They all work
within the uniform building regulations which are
the basic standard. The building surveyors
cxamine buildings according 1o that standard. In
fact, the regulations have been the standard, it
would be fair 1o say, for over 10 years and for at
lcast 10 yecars the public has been aware of them
but they have not been able to be applied on a
mandatory basis because they have not becn
fashioned imo shape for that.

E can assure the member for Avon that 1 do not
want to go overboard in rcgard to this. The
expenses arc cnormous and we would be unfeeling
and irrcsponsibic indeed if we knew a necessity Lo
apply certain safety standards cxisted but turned
our backs and did not seek to have local authority
and State building surveyors enforce thasc
standards.

The member for Mt. Marshall referred to a
building which he hoped could be built. He quite
rightly said this matter came to me by way of
appeal. 1t is fair o say that the construction of
that building was not in accord with the uniform
construction by-laws. It came 10 mc by way of
appeal and the differences | remember were that
there were no cavities in the walls. | have learnt in
this portfolio that not to have a cavity in a wall is
rcgarded as something dangerous to the health
and well-being of the occupants of a household, |
have asked the building advisory commitiee to
examine this matter Lo see whether under certain
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climatic conditions it would be possible (o accept
a building that did not have cavity walls and, of
course, would not be to the detriment of the
accupants within the building.

The member for M1, Marshall was fair in
saying this matter was given carelul
consideration. [ have sent the matler back Lwice
and it would not have becn competent for me to
agree that a building of that sort could be
constructed when the proflessional advice 1 was
ablc to obtain indicated clearly it would not be in
the best interests of the occupants ol the house to
have the house built in that way.

[ indicate again my thanks to those members
who have supported this legislation.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee, cic.

Bill passed through Commiltec without
debate, reported without amendment, and the
rcport adopted.

Third Reading
Leave granted to proceed forthwith Lo the third
rcading.
Bill read a third time, on motion by Mrs Craig
{Minister fTor Local Governmenmt), and
transmitted 1o the Council.

RESERVES BILL
Second Reading

Debate resumed from 5 May.

MR H. D. EVANS (Warren—Depuly Lecader
of the Opposition) [8.22 p.m.]: 1 make the
observalion that every item in the Reserves Bill is
difficult 10 check at firsthand. It always has been
and always will be a problem for Opposition
members, or any member of Parliament for that
matier, personally to know the full contents of a
Reserves Bill: but at teast in this instance, with
comments provided by the Minister, it has been
possible to check with each shire council and
certain other bodies lo ascertain their feelings
with regard to particular items.

I refer to the fact that the Lands Dcpartment
traditionaHly has been meticulaus in the manner in
which it has presented Lhe items mentioned in the
Reserves Bill. In this Bill the detail that has
accompanied the description of each item is in
itsell very thorough and must be appreciated by
members of this MHouse when they attempl 10
determine what is involved in each action taken.
In this Bill eight actions are involved, threc of
which simply require a change of designation. In
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cach situation it is a matter of a change from
vested Crawn land held as flora reserves 1o flora
and fauna reserves under the Deparument of
Conscrvation and Environment. They are the
first, sccond, and lourth actions as they appear in
the Bill and in the second reading speech of the
Minister. | see no problem with each of those.
The action is a step in the right dircction,

| noticed—this  may  require  some
clarification—that in the fourth paragraph of the
Minister’s second reading speech she stated—

1t follows that once Parliament has
conscnicd that certain lands will be no longer
of Class “A", dclction of a specific direction
in the Act will allow great flexibility fer the
future administration of those lands under
the Land Acl.

In that case, il that is to be the eslablished
practice, | require some indication ol the future
use of those lands, and it would be desirable if the
attention of the department were drawn 1o this
malter so that ne misundersianding with any item
will be encountered.

The first and sccond items refer 1o changed
purposes in the Pingelly and Corrigin Shires. Both
shires are in agreement with the action to be
taken—this has been verified. Reserve No. 8613
is in a similar sitvation. The local shire has been
under pressure for something like three years in
regard ta the creation of a rifle range. The
member for Greenough probably will make some
comment about that, no doubt having had
personal involvement with the matter.

Reserve No. 27310 is one which 1 know quite
well. Originally it was an arca of land lelt aside 10
provide timber for the requirements of settlers. It
has becn sought for alicnation on a number of
occasions and, indeed. | have pult forward a
submission on at leasl two occasions. It seems the
Manjimup Shire. for a reason that is not quite
clear in the Minister’s second reading speech, is
not very happy with the change, but according to
a verbal communication with the shire it has no
objections. | see no problem being encountered
with that action. The adjacent reserve will be left
for camping. and that is a good idca. It is for any
cmergency camping situation such as when
caravan parks arc full.

Rceserve No. 27575 at Quinns Rocks is referred
to. 1 undersiand the council is in agreement with
the rationalisation of boundaries proposed. The
National Parks Authority also is in agreement
with the action to be taken. It is not quite clear
what Lhe precise exchange will be, but both
parties are satisfied. The boundarics are not
indicated ¢learly on the map as | read it.
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It appears no problem will be encountered with
the action to be taken with regard 10 Reserve No.
31362 at Walpole. It is a matter of providing a
water supply to the town. | do nat know whether
this will be the most ideal site for a water supply
catchment area. However, one point is certain,
and that is that Walpole which receives Lhe
heaviest rainfall in Weslern Australia has one of
the poorest lown water supplics. Any step Lo
improve that supply certainly is welcome and
most desirable from the point of view of 1he
residents. The action in regard to Reserve No.
3362 relates 10 the removal of a trust 10 allow a
sale to take placc. This has been carried out on a
number of previous occasions, the precedent going
back ai least seven years to miy Knowledge. in ihis
case | have seen no indication of precisely who
will establish the nursing home and details in that
regard. The member for Yilgarn-Dundas has a
particular knowledge and interest in this matter. [
am sure he will make some comments.

In relation 10 Reserve No. 2851 the original
intention was to clear a six-hectare lot for the
basic use of recreation with power vested in the
authority to operate a bowling club. The council
has not had the opportunity to take the matter
further and it is sought to excise an arca of three
hectares and vest it in the Shire of Mandurah.
Any delay now would sel back its planning and
involve additional costs. | can see no objection 1o
the proposed action.

| have a recollection thal such a vesting came
before this House on a previous occasion. | do not
know whether it lapsed, or what happened, but it
seems to me that this action is similar. [ am
almost cerlain il appeared before Lhis House at
ane time.

Those are the matters contained in the Reserves
Bill for the first part of this session. The wisdom
of introducing two Reserves Bills in the course of
a year is quite obvious. | can see no reason that
these eight reserves should not be deleted, but 1
would be surprised if the members lor Greenough,
Yilgarn-Dundas, Murray, and Geraldton did not
1ake a personal interest in the matters in the Bill
and make some pertinent observations.

MR TUBBY (Greenough) [9.31 p.m.|: This
Bill is an important onc which permits the
alteration of reserves lor various reasons, and in
this case it is of specific interest 10 me because of
the amendment to Class "“A” Reserve No. 8613.
The reserve contains approximately 56% hectares
of coastal sand dunes, and it is under the control
of the Shire of Greenough. It is classified as a
park, but it is coasial reserve and used for
recreation purposes. It is covered with low scrub
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which is of little significance and is typical of
most of the coastal sand duncs in the area.

The amendment provides [or approximately
23 1/3 heclares 10 be excised to permit a bulfer
zone for the new Geraldton rifle range which is to
be established nearby. The reason for the excision
ol the reserve is the lact that the range will run
cast and west, and the portion of the reserve will
be a buffer against the base of the sand dune
area.

The excision of portion of the reserve completes
a long line of negotiation with various
depariments, both Federal and State, which
include the Department of Defence, the
Department  of Administrative  Services, the
Lands and Surveys Department, the Fisheries and
Wildlife Department, the Town Planning
Department and the Department for Conservation
and Environment. It includes also the National
Trust which became involved because the land is
in close proximity 1o the Greenough Hamlet
development. It was a great experience for me to
be involved in negotiating for the acquisition of
this land for the rifle range, and | now realise how
difficult it is 10 co-ordinate the thoughts of
various departments in order to bring aboul a
successful conclusion to negotiations.

The nced for a new rifle range in Geraldion
was crealed by the acquisition by the Stale
Housing Commission of the old rifte range which
was in closc proximity to the residential area of
Geraldton. The acquisition occurred some seven
or cight vears ago and since then the club has
been without a home range. No fewer than nine
differcot sites have been considered and claimed
by the Department of Administrative Services to
be unsuitable. Those sites were mainly in the
farming area, and were situated against hills in
order 10 afford protection. However, Lthe area
surrounding Geraldton s fairly  intensively
farmed, and (he various sites were not approved
for that reason.

The new, 12-target range is to be situated on
frechold land adjoining the reserve to which |
have referred. The final approval of the site was
brought about only by the shcer determination
and perseverance of thosc involved. and indeed at
times it appeared this would be the 10th sile o be
refused by (he Depariment of Administrative
Scrvices. The turning point in the negotiations
resulted from action taken by the now Deputy
Premicr and then Minister for Conservation and
the Environment. During one of his very busy
visits to Geraldion | had occasion to take him
carly onc morning before breakfast aiong with the
Presidenmt of the Geraldion Rifle Club and
another official 1o visit the site, because 1 believed
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his reflusal to approve the site was unjustified. The
result ¢learly indicated to me the bencfit of an on-
the-spot appraisal of a sitc before decisions arc
made; and | lelt strongly in this case that the
initial refusal was completely unjustified.
Immediately the Deputy Premier undersiood the
situation, and [ pointed out that the department’s
fears regarding stray bullets being deflected out
to sea were groundless, and that there was lile
possibility of bullets affecting the fragile
environment of the sand dunes.

| pointed out to him that as a result of the lic of
the country which sloped towards the dune area
and the site of the butis at the base of the sand
dunes where they start to lift from the heavy land
plain the area would be quite switable, and he
agreed. It was clearly indicated there would be no
concern whatsoever in respect of environmental
protection. Common sense prevailed and the
Minister indicated after his on-the-spol appraisal
that he was quite prepared to reverse the decision
of his department. He said he would have to hold
discussions with the department in case some
circumstances of which he was nol aware
infuenced the decision,

The new range will be the headquarters for the
north-west zone of the Rifle Clubs Association,
which includes clubs as far north as Broome, as
far east as Meekatharra, and as far south as
Morawa and Carnamah. Plans have been drawn
up for extensive club premises which will be the
pride of the zone and no doubt will be used for
State competitions. The club has members who
have identified themselves well in Sialc and
Australasian competitions. 1 am very proud to be
associated with this development and 1 am
appreciative of the assistance given by the Deputy
Premier and the Minister for Lands in bringing
aboul a successlul conciusion 1o the negotiations.

I appreciate the co-operation | received at ail
times from the club and zonc president (Mr
Dennis Marsden), who was as keen as | was to scc
that the site should be made availabie to the ciub,
and to ensure thal it did not become the 10th site
refused.

| support the Bill

MR CARR (Geraldion) [9.39 p.m.}: | would
like briefly to join with the member [for
Greenough in welcoming the move to provide the
land necessary for the rife range for the
Geraldton Rifle Club. It has been a long and
difficult job, as the member said, Lo pain approval
for the site for the rifle range. Several sites were
considered.

Mr Davies: | started this. | think it was in
1972,
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Mr CARR: The site which has now been
approved was in fact the subject of considerable
wrangling: and. in particular, wrangling between
Government depariments and more specifically
between  Federal  departmenis  and  Suate
departments. For a leng time we had a peculiar
situation in which nobedy knew what anyone ¢lse
was doing. At one slage | had a leuer from the
Minister for Defence (Mr  Killen) in my
hand—and the member for Greenough had an
identical letter—saying that as far as the Federal
departments were concerned cverything was all
right, but that the matter had been referred to
three different  State  depariments, and  the
atlitude of those departments was not known. At
the same time in my otner hand i had an answer
to a gucstion asked in this place two months
carlicr which advised me (hat (he three Siale
departments were opposed 10 the site.

S0 we had a situatien where the Federal
Government departments had not been advised of
decisions made in State Government departments
two months carlier. Clearly we had a real problem
of communication: and while 1 am not normally
one to criticise public servants and burcaucrats, |
thought wc could well do with a better sct of
communication channcls.

As the member Tor Greenough said, when it
became  obvious  that  State  Government
depariments had not approved the site, steps were
taken 1o gain their approval. As so often happens
when men of common sense become involved, Lhe
problems were resolved lairly quickly.

Firstly, the officials of the club iself met with
local praolcssional fishermen and discussed Lhe
problems raised by the Fisheries and Wildlife
Departmenl in respect of shooting across water
where boats might be operating. and those
problems were quickly resolved. The member for
Greenough and | both imspected  the site
separatcly and we agreed it was perfectly
rcasonable. We had the assistance of the Deputy
Premier and the Leader of the Opposition who at
different times inspected the site.

Mr Davics: That is a pretty heavy group.

Mr CARR: Yes. At that time. just belore Lhe
1980 clection, the Leader of the Opposition made
an election commitment that if we were returnced
to Government he would overrule the depariments
which were in opposition, and the land would be
made available 10 the club. About the same 1ime
the Deputy Premier visited the site, as the
member for Greenough has pointed out, and he
also could see there was no problem involved with
i,
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The matter proceeded from there: and in fact it
would have been completed six months earlier
cxcept that the Department of Administrative
Services was unable 10 get documentation o the
Dcpartment of Lands and Surveys before the
cutoff date for the Reserves Bill for the last
scssion.

This provision is certainly most welcome in Lhe
region.

MR GRILL (Yilgarn-Dundas) [9.42 p.m.]: |
wish to make somc commenls in respect of
Reserve No. 3362. As a previous speaker
mentioned. this refers to the cancellation of a
trust for the purpase of a resale. The rescrve
comprises portion of Kalgoorlic Town Lot No.
510 and is approximately 1.685 hectares. The
property is preseatly uscd for a hospital in the
hands of the St John of God organisation, and |
understand portion of the lot is used for a convent
and primary school.

| wish to put a specific and pertinent question
to the Minister concerning Lhe cancellation of this
trust and the revesting order, because some of this
just does not scem to make sense.

The Bill specifically states that the land was
vested in the S1. John of God organisation lor one
purpose only: that is for the purpose of a hospital
of St. John of God. That is very important; it is
nol just for any old hospital, but for a hospilal of
St. John of God. The land in question is valuable.
[t is right in the centre of Kalgoorlie, and it
belongs to the public. As | have already
mentioned, it has been vested in the St. John aof
God organisation for a specific purpose. | do not
think it is rcasonable for thc vesting order to
include pravision for resale of property. 1 think
the resale will be made at a considerable profit.

! have several questions of the Minister. As the
property has been vested for one purpose and one
purpose only, how does she account for the fact
that there are also a school and a convent on Lhe
piece of land? Thal fact is obvious from the notes
she supplied 10 this side of the House. | thank her
for those notes. On the face of it, there appears to
have been u breach of trust. What docs the
Government say about that?

The second question would appear 1o be cven
morc imporlant. as this property has alrcady been
sold for a substantial ligure. Could she tell us
when the sale took place, what was the sale price.
and whether that in itself is a breach of trust? |
would have thought il would be a breach of trust
to sell the land without obtaining prior approval
of the Government and the Parliament.

It is unfortunate - -and [ think the Minister for
Health shares this view scereily —that  the
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frechold of this land was sold 10 a private group.
[t had been indicaled 1o me by the administrator
of the Kalgoorlic Regional Hospital that the best
use for the St. John of God Hospital would have
been as an extension of the regional hospital. Tt
could have becn purchased by the Government
and formed part of the regional hospital. The
administrator felt very strongly, six months or so
ago. that the St. John of God Hospital would have
made a very adequate geriatric ward and relicved
a very congested and cramped position at Lhe
Kalgoorlie Regional Hospital. That may have
removed  from  the  Governmenlt  some
embarrassment about the very long delay in
reconstructing the regional hospital.

On the surface, it appears that the ideology of
frcc enterprisc has been promoted above the
interests of the public, | have raised two questions
with the Minister, and a supplementary question
now arises. It appears that the reserve is divided
into two parts. Lot 1 is to be vested in the Sisters
of St. John [or the purposes of the sale; and Lot 2
apparently poes back to the Crown. The
subsidiary question relates to what will happen (o
the convenl and the school on Lot 2 when the land
goes back to the Crown, as provided in the
legislation. That question neceds o be answered,
for the protection of Lhe convent, for the
protection of the school, and for the protection of
the students who attend the school.

| put those two questions, and the subsidiary
qucstion, to the Minister. | would be grateful il
she could answer them.

MRS CRAIG (Wellington—Minister lor Local
Government) [9.49 p.m.]: At the outset, | thank
the members who have indicated their support for
this legislation.

I indicate to the mcmber for Warren that |
have taken note of the comment he made about
asking the Department of Lands and Surveys 10
advisc  the Parliament of the  special
circumstances involved in relation to the leasing
ol an “A’-class reserve. 1 will ensure that that
requesl is carried through.

To those members who have spoken in support
of the rifle range reservation at Geraldion, | know
that that has been an ongoing saga. To my great
surprise, at the time when 1 was in the
Department of Lands and Surveys, we were
working (0 release land, and ncgotiating with the
Department of Administrative Secrvices in that
respect. When 1 went to the Town Planning
Department, | found that it was one of the
departments  opposed to  the application. A
considerable amount of work was done in rclation
toil.
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The member for Geraldion indicated that
things do not always run smoothly in negotiations
between depariments; and many departments
were involved. 1 know that the member for
Greenough was involved in this for a very long
lime;, and, indced, his colleague. the latc Jack
Hcitman, spoke scveral limes about this matter. |
hopc many plcasurable hours will be spent by
those who pursuc the sport of shooting, and that
they will be able 10 have the sorts of campetitions
they have wanted to provide for a long time.

Now [ turn 10 the questions raised by the
member for Yilgarn-Dundas. He asked what was
the sale date, and what was the sale price. 1 do
nol have any information on that; but | will
cerlainly see whether it is available. It may be
that the Government  cannot  have  thal
information. Reading the noles of the speech
made in the other place, it is my understanding
that the land was a Crown grant in 1898 to the
Sisters of St. John. The land was held in fec
simple; and | imagine from that that it was held
for the purposes of a hospital. It would be
necessary Lo change that in order that it be sold.

I is my understanding that the other portion of
that land still has the convent and school on it |
am not able to inform the member whether there
has been any change in the use of that land. [ will
scek that information on his behalf by tomorrow,
and 1 will pass it 1o him. | hope that will satisly
him.

Other than that, 1 believe everybody has
signilicd his general approval [ur the mcasures
contained within this lcgislation. | thank members
for that.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a sccond time.

fn Commitiee

The Deputy Chairman of Committees (Mr
Sibson) in the chair;, Mrs Craig (Minister for
Local Government) in charge of the Bill.

Clauses 1 10 6 put and passed.

Clause 7: Reserve No. 2851 at Mandurah—

Mr SHALDERS: The clause cxcises an arca of
threc hectares from Reserve No. 2851, which is
an “A"-class reserve. This reserve is situated at
South Mandurah, which is one of the most
allractive areas within the Mandurah Shire. Until
now, il has been relatively sparscly populated; but
the permanent population is increasing—-

Mr Davies: Wail until the developers get Lhere.

Mr SHALDERS: The devetopers have been
opening up some rather altractive arcas, The
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permanent population is growing: and community
facilities arc required.

As members would know. there arc no more
dedicated sportsmen in the community than those
who arc intcrested in bowling. A number of
residents formed themselves into a bowling and
social club in the South Mandurah area.

The area to be excised will be vested in the
shire: and it is the intention of the shire to leasc
this arca 10 the newly formed bowling and
recreation club. The people concerned with that
club are very dedicated: and in my opinion they
will cstablish facilities of which the shirc can be
proud.

I indicase my support for this clanse.
Clause put and passed.
Clause 8 put and passed.

Clause 9: Reserve No. 3362 and adjacent
land—

Mr H. D, EVANS: Would the Minister make
clear what has now become unclear? In her
second reading specch she mentioned that the
Sisters of St. John desired to scll the hospital
which had been erected on portion of the land;
and a survey had been effected to define the land
adjoining the buildings. There is no objection to
that action being taken. However, il it has alrcady
been done and we are rectifying an omission or a
mistake, we need to know that. Can she clarify
that situation?

Mrs CRAIG: | will find out that information
for the member. As with the member for Yilgarn-
Dundas | will ensure that the wnformation is in his
hands tomorrow.

Mr GRILL: Normally | would not be satisflied
with the explanation given by the Minister. [t
would appear she is substantially in ignorance of
the actual transaction. 1 do not blame her for
that. Probably she has not been given full notes on
the subject. As she has undertaken to give both
myself and the member for Warren more
information on this tomorrow, we shall not appose
this clause.

Clause put and passed.
Title put and passed.

Report

Bill rcported. without amendment, and the
report adopicd.

Third Reading
Leave granted 1o proceed forthwith 1o the third
reading.
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Bill read a third Lime, on motion by Mrs Craig
(Minister for Local Government), and passed.

MEDICAL AMENDMENT BILL
Second Reading

Debate resumed from 7 May.

MR BERTRAM (Mt. Hawthorn) [9.59 p.m.|:
The obvious question which arises with this Bill is
how many more Bills will be presented by the
Minister to amend the principal Act in respect of
the qualifications of medical practitioners who
practise in the State of Western Australia.

We have seen a number of amending Bills of
this nature and, at the time the Minisicr has
introduced them, he has cither expressly said or
implied that the legislation would solve all the
problems in rclation 10 the qualifications which
must be held by medical practitioners 1o cnable
them to practise in this State.

The 1ast amending Bill of this nature was dealt
with in 1979 and, only 18 menths later, the
Minister seeks once again to amend the Medical
Act as it relates to the qualifications of medical
practitioncrs practising in Western Australia,

We also dealt with Bills of this nature in 1975
and 1976. | do not intend 10 set out the details
containced in the Bill, because members may refer
to the Minister’s second reading speech in that
regard. However, it is a fact that certain qualified
medical practitioners who should be able to
practisc in Western Ausiralia are unable to do so,
because ol the present siate of the law. Were Lhe
law 10 remain unchanged, it would operate
against the public interest.

| do not know whether the Bill was drafted by
that union, which is the Australian Medical
Association or the Minister; but there certainly
scems 1o be an urgent need for an improvement in
the way in which the legislation has been handled.
Of coursc, some people believe the Australian
Medical Association has a tendency to do that
which other unions do, but perhaps on a larger
scale; that is, 10 keep down the aumber of medical
practitioners practising in Western Australia in
order that the incomes of those who do in fact
practise may be maintained at a high level. It is
clear that with a greater number of medical
practitioncrs practising, a4 smaller margin of profit
will be available to them.

It appears that the Australian Medical
Association and the Minister acting together went
too far on this occasion. Thercfore, it has been
necessary Lo amend the legislation.

The Opposition does not object to the Bill. We
support it in the hope that, on this occasion, the
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legislation will be amended in such a way that it
will operate efficiently in the future and it will not
be necessary for us 10 deal with further amending
Bills of this kind.

On a previous occasion when the Minister
introduced the Bill he said the amendments were
necessary Lo bring our legislation inte linc with
that of other Statcs. Such an asscrtion was made
in 1979: therefore | wonder whether this Bill will
result in our legislation falling out of line in
relation to the Medical Acts of other States.

Subject o those comments, the Opposition
supports the Bill.

MR  YOUNG (Scarborough—Minister for
Health) 110.05 p.m.]: | thank the Opposition lor
its general support of the Bill, and the member for
Mt. Hawtharn for the points he raised.

If all legislation were perfect the first time
around, we wauld spend a great deal less time in
this place.

Mr Bertram: We would not nced so many
members of Parliament.

Mr YOUNG: | think we could deal with the
legislation in this place with lewer members
causing mischicl. The member for Maylands
handled a simitar Bill for the Opposition tn 1979
and he made a very pertinenl comment at that
time 1o the cffect thar “Whether or not these
provisions will have the effect of making the
registration  af  medical  practitioners  more
restrictive will not be known until 12 10 18
months have passed and only then will we be able
1o judge the results of the legislation,”

Of course. the member for Maylands was quite
correct  when he  said  that. Some  medical
practitioners who werc licentiates of the various
bodics which are now being written back into the
legislation as having acceplable qualification
levels have found themselves in a state of limbo,
beciuse their qualifications were not acceplable
unless they cither came under section 12A or sal
for the examinations of the Australian Medical
Examining Council. It was felt such a situation
WS wrong.

Our cxperience over the past two years has
indicated the necessity o write those conjoint
qualifications back into the legislation. | concede
that. as a result of a rather profound amount of
foresight, this Bill may not have been necessary.
1t would, however, have been nccessary 1o
introduce legislution in respect of the other two
amendments in the Bill which pertain o the
registration of psychiatrists who are very hard to
come by in this State because there is o shartage
of  professionally  qualificd psychiatrists
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throughout the world, and the provisions with
respect Lo temporary registration.

[ thank the member for ML Hawthorn for his
support of the Bill.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a sccond time.

in Committce

The Deputy Chairman of Committees (Mr
Sibson) in the Chair: Mr Young (Minister for
Health) in charge of the Bill.

Clauses 1 and 2 put and passed.
Clause 3: Section 11 amended—

Mr McPHARLIN: This clause refers 1o the
registration of persons who prove 1w Lhe
satisfaction of the board they have passed through
a regular graded course of medical study. It then
lists a number of colleges at which graduation
may take place.

Last year a doctor in a country town in my
clectorate wished to sell his practice, but he had
difficulty doing so. A doctor practising in
Qucensland applicd, but his qualifications were
nol accepted in Western Australia. He qualified
in London as an LMSSA which stands for
Licentiale of Medicine and Surgery of the Socicly
of Apothecarics. He registered and was able o
practise in South Australia and Qucensland. He
then went to Hong Kong for a few years and, on
his return, he again practised in Quccnsland. He
has bcen advised that he could register and
practise in New Soulh Wales,

On further investigation of the siluation it was
revealed that, if he took the examination of the
Australian  Medical Examining Council and
oblained a satisfactory pass, he would be allowed
to practise as a general practitioner anywherc in
Western Australia.

1 should like to ask the Minister whether that
situation still applics.

The doctor to whom 1 refer was prepared to
take the examinalion. However, some doctors who
have been practising for 25 years as he has, may
not be prepared to do so; thercfore, 1 should like
the Minister to clarily the position.

Mr BERTRAM: | should like to repeat the
question as to whether the registration procedure
in this Statc. as a result of this legislation, will be
in line with the requiremenis of other States. The
example referred to by the member for Mt
Marshall highlights the situation in which a
medical practitioner who has been praclising
successfully for many years cannol praclise in
Western  Australia  unless  he  takes  an
cxamination.
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Mr YOUNG: In reply 10 the member for Mt.
Marshall. | have 10 advise him that the
amendments contained in the Bill will not entitle
a4 person who holds only (he Licentiate in
Medicine and Surgery of the Society of
Apothecaries of London to be registered. Prior 1o
1979 the qualifications abtained by a medical
practitioner al the Socicty of Apothecaries in
Dublin were acceptable also: but they will not
now gualily any licentiate from that institution 10
be registered automatically.

The position is that the person to whom the
member for Mt. Marshall referred wilk be in no
different position as a result of the Bill. in other
words. if he was prepared 1o take the examination
for registration of the Australian  Medical
Examining Council previously, he would still have
to do so prior 1o being registered in Western
Australia.

Mr McPharlin: Would he be allowed to register
if he sat that examination?

Mr YOUNG: Yes, he would. The Medical
Board of WA, not the Australian Medical
Association, 15 the body which has the
responsibility to register medical practitioners in
this State. Thereflore, it is the bady with which 1
am in contacl in the drafiing of legislation of this
kind. In their wisdom and with the expericnce of
the people who made up the Medical Board of
Woestern Australian—which includes some very
highly-qualificd people—it was considered that
these two apothecary halis were not acceptlable
though the licentiates of other bodies, as shown in
the clause. will be.

With regard 1o Lthe member for ML, Hawthorn's
query, il is an interesting point that Lhese
registration Bills can never be the same from
State 10 State. QObviously this is because the views
of the Medical Boards of various States vary.
However.  generally  the  medical  profession
throughout the couniry has atiempted Lo maintain
a fairly standard and acceptable level of
qualification.

I think with the exception of the apothecary
halts, which are acceplable in some States and not
in others, we will maintain that standard.

Clause put and passed.
Clauses 4 and 5 put and passed.

Title put and passed.
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Report

Bill reported. without amendment. and the
reporl adopied.

Third Reading

Leave granied to proceed forthwith to the third
reading.

Bill read a third time, on motion by Mr Young
(Minister for Health), and transmitted to the
Council.

RURAL AND INDUSTRIES BANK
AMENDMENT BILL

Second Reading

iDcbate resumed from 7 May.

MR DAVIES (Vicioria Park—Leader of the
Opposition) [10.20 p.m.}: There is in Belgium a
corporatc company which is known by the
acronym SWIFT. [ am not able 1o find out what

the letters stand for but it certainly indicates the
natlure of the company.

Il we refer 1o the second reading speech of the
Premier when he introduced the Bill we note that
he said—

Recent developments in  the field of
computer based inter-bank
telecommunications 1o facilitate international
funds/message transfers have led 10 the
formation of a Belgium incorporaled
company of which the Rural and Industries
Bank of Western Australia must be a
member if it wishes to participate in the
transfer system.

When the bank sought to becomec a member of
that organisation it found that the existing
legislation prevented it from doing so under
section 35(3) (a) and (b). The bank would have o
take up shares in that company but the company
is nol a corperate company incorporated under
the laws of this State or anolher Statc of
Australia or in the Commonwealth and is not
registered as a foreign company, ctc.

As the company did not meet those conditions
the bank could not Lake oul shares in the company
and without shares in the company il could not
take advantage of the lacilities which are essential
to any large banking organisation if it wishes te
operate in the national and international sphere.

The Government has decided 10 amend the
Rural and Industries Bank Act by taking the two
paragraphs from scclion 35 and moulding them
into one provision which will overcome the
conditions which prevented our bank, the bank
that lives here, from taking oul shares in a
company which is not actually “regisiered™.
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| have already mentioned the first provision of
the legislation. The sccond provision sets oul that
the bank can do as it wishes, provided the
activities are associated with banking.

One may think that this legislation will give the
bank open slather 10 do all kinds of things,
because when dealing with business underiakings
almost any activity is associated with a financial
transaction in somc way or other. One could
casily apply an interpretation of that clause 10
cover other situations. However, that is not
imtended—it is not a back-door method.

I am quite certain the bank docs not have carte
bianche in this regard because there is one
safeguard in the icgislation. Before the bank can
do what it wishes, under this legislation, it will
first have 10 obtain the Minisier’s approval and
the Governor's approval. So there is a double
sufleguard and | do not think we need worry about
itat all.

Indced, | think we should be quite proud of
what our own Rural and Industries Bank has
accomplished in Western Australia and we should
bc ever-anxious 1o sce it Turther itsclf in the
national and international banking field.

SIR CHARLES COURT (Necdlands—Premier)

[10.23 p.m.]: | thank the Lecader of the
Opposition for his support. | think it might be as
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well if at the same time | extend my apprecialion
for the support | provide the full name of SWIFT,
which is the Sociely for Worldwidc Interbank
Financial Telecommunications S.C.

It is typical of the modern trend 10 try 10 have
initials for everything. | suggest that the people
involved must have sat up all night in an attempt
to place the words in the correct sequence.

I do appreciate the support. It is something the
bank has (o be involved in. | think all the banks in
Australia will participate and it would be odd il
our bank did not have the advantage of this
international communications information centre.

Question pul and passed.
Bill read a sccond time.

In Committee. elc.

Bill passed through Committce without debate,
reported without amendment, and the report
adopted.

Third Reading
Leave granted 1o proceed forthwith Lo the third
reading.
Bill read a third time. on motion by Sir Charles
Court (Premicr), and transmitted 1o the Council.

House adjourned at 10.25 p.m.
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QUESTIONS ON NOTICE

1116,  This question was postponed.

LIQUOR

Licence Fees

1120. Mr DAVIES, to the Premier:

(1) Is it anticipated there will be a rise in
liquor licence fees belore the end of the
yeur”

{2} If and when any increase is considered
will he lirst get in louch with the trade
Lo ascertain the likely effeet on hundreds
of small businessmen many of whom arc
alL present struggling to survive?

Sir CHARLES COURT replicd:

(1} and (2} The Government has had no

plans to increasc liquor licence fees, but
the severc cut Lo the States’ share of
personal income 1ax amounting 10 $38.5
million imposed by the Commonwealth
Tast week wiil require the Government to
consider increases in the whole range of
State Laxes and charges.
We will take all possible steps, including
a review of all cxpendiure, before
placing incrcased burdens on the public,
but the magnitude of the financial
problem facing the State nexl year is
such that we may have no choice bul 10
scck additional revenue.

HEALTH: MENTAL
Convicted Persons

1121, Mr DAVIES, ta the Minister for Healih:

(1) Docs the Government recognise there is
an urgent need to provide adequate and
separate [acilities for individuals (he
court has ordered 1o be kept in strict
custiody on the grounds of unsound
mind?

(2) If the Government has recognised this
need what steps will be taken by the
Government to provide such a facility?

Mr YOUNG replicd:

(1) It is recognised that problems exist in
relation to the provision ol securily
facilities for  mentally  disordered
offenders.

{2} The present situation is being assessed
and cxisting facilities will be inspecied
with the object of determining the most
approprialc  measures 10 alleviate
current difficulties,

1122 to 1126,  Thesc questions were posiponed.

FUEL AND ENERGY: SEC
Computer. and Accounts Written Off

1127. Mr DAVIES, 10 the Minister for Fucl und

Encrgyv:

{1} How much does the State Energy
Commission wrile off per annum on
outstanding accounls which arc not
pursued?

{2) What is the cost o the Siatec Energy
Commission in rental for its computer?

(3) How many school lcavers have been
taken on by the Siatc Enecrgy
Commission in cach of the last four
financial years?

(4) When was the Siate Encrgy
Commission’s computer inslalled?

Mr P. V. JONES replied:

(1) The State Energy Commission pursucs
collection of all outstanding accounts.
For the year ended 30 June, 1980,
$851 000 was written off as uncollecled.
However, the introduction of more
frequent billing cycles has reduced this
figure.

(2) Rental charges lor the central compuler
system are 0.3 per cent of total revenue.

(3) Employment records identifying scheol
leavers arc nol kept, thercfore this
information is not readily available.

(4) The first large computer was installed
on 31 December, 1975.

FUEL AND ENERGY: ELECTRICITY
Connections

1128. Mr DAVIES, to the Minister for Fuel and

Encrgy:

Since it is no longer necessary (o
personally il out lorms for electricily to
be put on, is it fact thal instances have
occurred where people have phoned
using flictitious names and addresses or
names and addresses belonging Lo other
people?
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Mr P. V. JONES replied:
Yes. However this problem also cxisted

under the old system when wrilten
applications werc required.

FUEL AND ENERGY: SEC
Carpet

1129, Mr DAVIES, 10 the Minister for Fuel and
Encrgy:

Is it fact that carpets were laid in the
State Energy Commission building, but
were subsequently taken up within 12
months and replaced?

Mr P. V. JONES replicd:

Yes. Carpet was laid to the ground Moor
of 132 Murray Street in late 1979 and
proved unsatisfactory. It was replaced
by the suppliers frec of cost in carly
1980.

ROAD
Mandurah By-pass

1130. Mr BARNETT, 1o
Transport:

the Minister  for

{1) Is it a fact that his department considers
an carly start 10 stage (wo of the
Mandurah by-pass road unlikely?

(2) Will an allocation be made in the 1981-
82 budget for commencement al least of
stage two?

(3) Il not, why not?

(4) What are the other prioritics?

(5) Is it a fact that the Mandurah Shire
Council  has  been  asking  (he
Government to build a new bridge for
six ycars”?

(6) How much will
building begins within
manths?

(7) What cscalation per annum is cxpected
il building is delayed?

Mr RUSHTON replicd:
(1) Yes.
(2) There may be some expenditure on land,

but no major works arc proposed in
1981-82. .

the bridge cost if
the next 12
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{3) As the member anticipates in part, therc
are other projects which have a higher
priority for the limited funds avaitable.
It is also desirable 10 observe the effects
of stage onc improvements to the traffic
pattern in Mandurah. This work cost
$900 000.
The 1981-82 Main Roads Department
programme has not yel been finalised
bul there arc many projects large and
small, Loo numerous to mention, all over
the State with a higher priority at
present.

(5) The Mandurah Shire quite naturally
would support improvements to the road
systcm in its area.

(6) A dciailed cstimale has not been taken
out, bul it is envisaged that the towal
project in stage (wo would cost in the
order of $4.5 million excluding land.

{7) The costing could change depending on
the gencral price cscalation in the
construction industry and finalisation of
detailed design.

(4

——

FISHERIES
Abalone: Greenlip

1131, Mr BARNETT, to the Minister
representing Lhe Minister for Fisheries and
Wildlife:

Would Lhe Minister please provide
greenlip abalone production figures for
block 3414 for—

(a) 1979; and

(b} 19807

Mr O'CONNOR replicd:

{a) 5106 kg;

(b} nil praduction for the first six months of
1980; no  production  summaries

available for the second half of [980.

FISHERIES
Abalone: Temporary Permits

1132, Mr  BARNETT. 10 the Minister
representing the Minister for Fisheries and
Wildlife:

How many temporary permits and/or
permits lor abalone fishing were issued
for zones 1, 2, and 3 with figures flor
each in—
(a) 19790,
(b) 19717
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Mr O'CONNOR replied:

{a) The system of zoncs was not introduced
until February 1971: a total of 59
fishermen were licensed to lake abalone
along the Western Australian coast in

1970,
{b) the number of concession holders for
1971 is  given  below.  However.

departmental records indicate that not
all those who held concessions actually

opcraled,

Zone ) i2
Zone 2 10
Zonc 3 18.

ALUMINA REFINERIES
Alcoa of Australia Lid.: Caustic Mud Lakes

1133, Mr BARNETT, 1o the Minister
representing the Minister for Conservation
and the Environment:

In answer 1o my question 1028 of 1981,
the Mimister said he would not agree (o
arrange for his department (o briel me
on the leaks ol Alcoa mud ponds and the
possibilitics of recovery. Would he
please tell me why not?

Mr O'CONNOR replicd:

The maps are merely two-dimensional
representations of a complex  three-
dimensional movement of subterrancan
water, as such they arc capable of
misintcrpretation by a layman,

COCKBURN SOUND
CSBP & Farmers Lid.

1134, Mr  BARNETT. (o the Minister
representing Lhe Minister for Conservation
and the Environment:

Further to his answers 10 my guestion
1033 of 1981 in respect of landfill
operations of gypsum from CSBP. what
arc the conditions which have been
applied o the licence granted 10 the
company under the Rights in Water and
Errigation Act?

Mr O'CONNOR replicd:

As this lcgislation docs not come within
the portfolio of the Minister for
Conservation and the Environment. it is
suggested that the member redirect his
question to the appropriate Minister.
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COCKBURN SCUND
CSBP & Farmers Lid.

33 Mr BARNETT. to the Minister
representing the Minister for Conservation
and the Environment:

(1) I1s  ihe  Environmental  Protection
Authority aware of the conditions which
have been placed on CSBP o cnable it
10 dispase of gypsum under the licence
granted (o it in the Rights in Waer and
Lrrigation Act?

(2) Is  the  Environmental  Protection
Authority now satisfied that no secpage
intw the witer table will occur?

(3) i» U Enviremnenlai  Prowction
Authority now satisfied with the
proposed method of disposal in Pickles
Swamp?

Mr O'CONNOR replicd:

(1) No.

(2) and (3) The proposed arrangements
have not been considered by the
Environmental Protecuion Authority.

COCKBURN SOUND
Australian Iron and Steel Pry. Lid.

1136. Mr  BARNETT. o the Minister
representing the Minister for Conscrvation
and the Environment:

Further to answer 10 question 1032 of
1981 relating to Cockburn Sound water
clarity. what are the results of water
clarity tests conducied adjacent to the
Australian  fron and Steel planm in
Kwinana?

Mr O'CONNOR replicd:

The technical data sought is being
processed and the member will be
advised by letier.

JERVOISE BAY
Moarine Industries

1137. Mr  BARNETT, 1o the Minister
representing the Minister for Conservation
and the Environment;

(1) Further to his answer Lo my question
1024 of 1981 rclating o Jervoise Bay
marine indusiries, has the
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Environmental  Protection  Authority
been asked for its opinion on the
guidelines for applications lor consent to
undertake—

(a) sandblasting;
(b) spray painting:
from industries based on Jervoise Bay?

{2} How was that request for opinion made?
(3) What  was  the reply from  the
Environmental Protection Authority?

Mr O'CONNOR replicd:
(1) (a) and (b) No,
{2) and (3) Not applicable.

FISHERIES
Cockburn Sound: Shellfish

1138. Mr BARNETT. to the Minister for

Health:

(1) Further to his answers 10 my quesiion
1026 of 1981 relating to fisheries in
Cockburn Sound, showing 1est resulls
for contamination ol shellfish by beavy
metals, is he aware that for the peried
March 1980 to April 1981 —the period
of the reduction—no sites are given to
show where the samples came from?

(2) Where did the samples come from?

(3) Why arc musscls from the areas which
showed high concentrations in  the
Chittleborough report no longer tested?

Mr YOUNG replied:

(1) Yes.

(2) The shelifish sampled were from a
processing plant and not Irom the sound.

(3) Becuuse the sites are not commercially
farmed, people were advised not to
consume shellfish from these arcas and
there has not been sufficient time or
change in circumstances Lo warrant
further testing.

FISHERIES
Owen Anchorage: Shellfish

1139 Mr BARNETT, 10 the Minisier for

Hcealth:

(1) Is it fact that shellish in Owen
Anchorage are no longer tested for
bucteriological content?
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{2) Is it fact that on a previous accasion the
bacteriological conient was so high it
was considered necessary 1o advise the
public through the media?

(3) Is hc able to indicatc how further
monitoring could indicale an alteration,
when he has alrcady said this is not
taking place in Jervoise Bay?

(4) 1s the bacteriological contamination and
the hcavy mectal contamination of
shellfish in Owen Anchorage now worse
than at the uime of media coverage
referred 10in (2)?

{5) Why arc the general public not being
informed of this contamination and s
possible effect on their health?

Mr YOUNG replicd:

{1) Ycs.

(2) Yos.

{3) I can find no record of any previous
answer [rom me relating to Jervoise Bay
specifically.

{4) This is not knmown. Unul major changes
arc made to the discharge of effluent
into Owen  Anchorage, further 1ests
would be a waste of scarce resources and
funds.

(5) The general public have been advised.

COCKATQOS: SULPHUR CRESTED
Shooting

1140. Mr BARNETT. 10 the Minister for

Agricullure:

(1) Have any studies been done into
alternatives to shooting ihe suiphur
crested cockatoos at Pinjarra?

(2) What oplions were canvassed?

(3) Why was cach discarded?

Mr OLD replied:

(1) Yes.

(2) Professional trapping, netting, drugging,
and poisoning.

(3) Al these  opuons are  stili  being
cansidered. The birds have proved very
wary and have not fed consistently in the
same place. Attempts are being made 1o
use rocket nels.
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COCKATOOS: SULPHUR CRESTED
Shooting

1141, Mr  BARNETT. 10 the Minister

representing the Minister for Fisheries and
Wildlile:

(1) 1s the Minister aware of the cfforts of
the Agriculture Depariment 10 shoot
approximately 200  sulphur  crested
cockuloos in the Pinjarra region?

(2) Is this being done in conjunction with
the Fisheries and Wildlife Departimem?

{3} What consuhiation  has taken place
beltween e Agricuiture  Depariment
and the  Fisherics and  Wildlile
Department?

(4} What alternatives to killing have been
looked at by the Department of
Fisheries and Wildlife?

(5) (a) Have they all been rejected: and

{b) if so, why in each case?

Mr O'CONNOR replicd:
(1) Yes.
{2) Yes.

(3) Consultation has been  undertaken
within  the  interdeparimental  co-
ordinulting committee comprising
officers from the Department of
Fisherics  and  Wildlife  and  the
Agriculture Protection Board.

(4) Trapping live birds by commercial
operators and aviculturists, netting by
rockel nels and drugging with view to
taking them alive by APB aflficers.

(5) (a) and {b) Still continuing but lacks
elfectiveness  because  of  the
wariness of the birds and their
sentinel system when in flocks.

FISHERIES
Cockburn Sound: Heavy Mctals

1142, Mr BARNETT. w0 1the Minisier for

Health:

(1) Further to his answers 1o my questions
801, 1026, and 1031 of 1981 relative Lo
heavy mctals discharge inte Cockburn

Sound, is he awarc that the quoic in the
Chinleberough report “The resulis of
the study need 10 be assessed by
appropriately qualified specialists 1o
determine the actual risk to human
beings™ was related at least in part to
heavy melals being  discharged into
Owen Anchorage?

(2} IT he 15 aware of this. is he also aware
that cadmium was not one of the main
heavy  metals  polluting  the  Owen
Anchorage arca?

(3) Is he aware that the report showed
chromium as being discharged in
sufficient quantities to give readings of
24,7 ppm while the total for all the other
industries bordering Cockburn Sound
was 5.9 ppm?

(4) What has been donc by his department
to cffect a substantial decrease in the
heavy metal chromium being discharged
into Owen Anchorage?

(5) What esting has been done to
determine if any reduction has taken
place?

Mr YOUNG replied:

(1) Yes.

(2) Yes.

(3) No. The figures quoted arc not those
which appear in Lhe report.

(4} The member will be perfectly well aware
that the Government has agreed that
alternative  methods of disposal of
cfMuent must be found.

{5) None. Unlil there is significant change
in circumstances, testing will be a waste
of scarce resources and funds.

COCKBURN SOUND

BP Refincry and Sewcrage Effluent

1143, Mr BARNETT. 1o the Minister

representing the Minister Tor Conservation
and the Environment:

(1) Is the Minister still of the opinion as in
answer 10 question 807 of 1981 that
“Heavy melal content in the sewerage
efflucn is below levels set by the World
Health  Organisation for  drinking
water™?
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{2) Would the Minister please tell me what

{3)

(4)

(5)

(6)
(M

(8

World Hcalth Orpanisation levels are
for the following hecavy metals in
drinking water—

(a) cadmium;

(b) chromium:

(¢) cobalt:

(d) lead:

{c) mercury;

(f) nickel?

Is it a fact that the World Health

Organistion  heavy  metal  limits  in
shellfish are—

(2} cadmium 1.0:
(b) chromium 1.0;
{c) cobalt 1.0,
{d) lead 2.5
(¢) mercury 0.5;
(M nickel 1.07

Is it a fact that the Chittlcborough
report  showed that  cffluem  from
Woodmun Point waste waler treatment
plant contained heavy metals ar the
following levels—

(2) cadmium 0.1:
(b) chromium 2.6;
(c) cobalt 0.2:
{(d) lead |.6;
(¢) mercury 0.1;
{1} nicke! 0.47

Is this cause for concern by Lhe
Departmenmt for  Conscrvation  and
Environment?

What is the department doing about it?
Is it a fact that subscquent to the
Chiulleborough report and as shown in
answers 10 question 807 of 1981, BP
refinery  has  carried  oul  process
improvements 1o reduce all heavy metal
inpuls to Cockburn Sound as much as is
practicable?

Is it a fact that the Chittleborough
rcport showed BP cffluent as containing
heavy melals at the following rates

(a) cadmium—not delermined;
(b) chromium—~0.6;

(¢} cobalt—not determined:
(d) lead—1.3;

{¢) mercury—0.1;

(N nickel—0.77

(9) As it is shown in the report that all bul
onc of the metals mentioned in (8) were
below fevels emanating from Woodman
Point treatment plant, why was it
considered necessary for BP 10 upgrade
its trcatment but not the Woodman
Point trecatment plant?

(10) Is the Minister aware. of the following
scction of the Chittleborough report on
page 55—

“The W.P.T.P. is a major contributor of

cobalt, chremium, copper, lead and
mercury”?

Mr O’CONNOR replied:

It is presumed the member is reflerring
10 the Cockburn Sound cnvironmental
study report.

(1) Yes.

(2) w0 (6) The wmember is  obviously
confusing heavy metal ambient levels in
water with standards for biota, and is
further confusing the units in which the
technical data are expressed.

{7) BP has reduced zinc input 10 Cockburn
Sound.

(8) (a) to (N The figures are correct. but
the member has sclected from the full
list of data,

(9) BP voluntarily replaced Lhe anticorrosive
zinc anodes, climinating this source of
meclal contamination into the sound.

(10) Yes.

COCKBURN SOUND
Heavy Mcials: Studies

1144. Mr BARNETT, to the Minister
representing the Minister for Conservation
and the Environment:

(1) Relative 10 heavy metal discharges into
Cockburn Sound and with specific
reference 10 the Chittleborough report
finding—

The results of the study need to
be assessed by  appropriately
gualified specialists to determine
the actual risk to human beings,
and further work needs 10 be
carried out on lethal and sublethal
cffcets on all stages of the biota:—

when can it be ecxpected that this
recommendation will be adhered 10?
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(2) If as stated in answer to question 902 of
1981 higher priority was placed on
action 10 reduce discharges of heavy
metals into the sound. why has no cffort
been made to reduce heavy metals in the
cffluent from Woadman Point treatment
plant?

Mr O"CONNOR replied:

Presuming the member is referring to
the  Cockburn  Sound environmental
study repori—

{1} Not in the immediate future.

(2) As the member should know from
his examination of the report. the
metals in sewcrage cffluent arc not
the source of the localised problem
ol heavy mectal contamination in
Cockburn Sound.

SEWERAGE: TREATMENT PLANT
Woodman Point: Flow Ratc

1145, Mr BARNETT, 10 the Minister
representing the Minister for Conservation
and the Environment:

(1) Is it a fact that the pipeline oplion
recommended for Poimt Peron by the
Chittleborough report assumes a lNow
rate from all sources of 188.9 M1/d?

{2) What is the curremt Now rate from
Woodman Point treatment plant now?

(3) (u) Has an estimate been done of the
expected flow rate when all suburbs
south of the river link up with the
Woodman Point treatment plant;

(b) what is this expected daily Mow
rate?

Mr O'CONNOR replied:

Presuming that the member is referring
10 the Cockburn Sound cnvironmental
study report—

(1} Yes.

(2) and (3) The member is referred 10
the answer 10 qucstion 889 which
he asked of the Minister lor Water
Resources.
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CONSERVATION AND THE
ENVIRONMENT
Water Quality Criteria
1146. Mr  BARNETT, 1o the Minister

representing the Minister for Conservalion
and the Environment:

As the rcport on walter quality criteria
by the working group is not cxpected Lo
be brought down until the parliamentary
break, possibly ncxt month. will the
Minister please forward me a copy when
it becomes available?

Mr O’'CONNOR replicd:

Afier consideration by the Government
a decision will be made as (o 1ts release.

COCKBURN SOUND
Density Currents

1147. Mr BARNETT, 1o the Minister
representing the Minister {for Conservation
and the Environment:

Further to the Minister's answers to my
question 905 of 1981 rclating 10 density
currents in Cockburn Sound. when cun
it be expecled that a study 1o obtain 4
better understanding of the (actors
producing density currents in Cockburn
Sound will be carried out?

Mr O'CONNOR replied:

Proposed effluent reduction to Cockburn
Sound will eliminate the nced for this
work.

SEWERAGE
Point Peron Outiall Pipe

1148. Mr BARNETT, o the Minister
representing the Minister for Conservation
and the Environment:

(1) Relevant 1o the swudies on the proposcd
Point Peron pipeline and submarine
outfall. what is the expected discharge
rate of ail heavy metals expecied to be
withtn the effluent dispasal system?

{2) What arc the boundaries of the 1olal
arca likely Lo be cxposed?
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Mr O’CONNOR replicd:

{1) and (2) As the rclevam studies do not
comc within the portfolio of the Minister
for Conscrvation and the Environment,
it is suggested that the member redirect
his question Lo the appropriate Minister.

SEWERAGE
Point Peron Qutfall Pipe -

1149. Mr  BARNETT, to the Minister
representing the Minister for Conservation
and the Environment:

Relevant to the studies on the Point
Pcron pipeline and submarine outfall,
what are the boundaries of the total arca
likely 10 be expased to—

{a) enteric bacteria;
(b) nutricnt enrichment?

Mr O’'CONNOR replied:

{a) and (b) As the relevant studies do
not come within the portfolio of the
Minister for Conservation and the
Environment, it is supgesied that
the member redirect his question to
the appropriatc Minister.

COCKBURN SOUND
Gypsum

11530. Mr  BARNETT, 10 the Minister
represenling the Minister for Conservalion
and the Environment:

(1) Relative 1o the gypsum deposits already
in Cockburn Sound and further 1o his
answer to my question 897 of 1981
showing that the rate of release from
undisturbed sediment will be low, what
guarantees are there that the sediment
will remain undisturbed by—

{4) human endcavour;
(b) storm and wavc action?

{2) How long will this low or otherwise rate
of release continuc?

(3 Is it a fact that the Chittlcborough
report found that storm and wave action
in the sound was having an incrcased
cifect as a result of the denuding of
seagrass mcadows?
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Mr O'CONNOR replicd:

{1} (a) The only likely sourcc of human
disturbance would be by dredging
which would remove the material
anywuy;

(b) the deposits arc at a sufficient
depth 10 remain substantially
undisturbed.

(2) Unkown, but a progressive decline may

be anticipaled.

(3) It is presumed that the Member is

referring to  the Cockburn  Sound
environmental  study reporl.  Some
¢ffects have been noled.
CSBP & FARMERS LTD.
Soluble Fluoride
1151. Mr BARNETT, 1to the Minister

representing the Minister for Conscervalion
and the Environment.

(1) Further to answers to my qucstion 896
ol 1981 relating to soluble fluoride in
Cockburn Sound, if there arc no reports
available on the cxpected change by
CSBP 10 landfill operalions, on what
docs the Minister base his answer 10 mc
that this will affect the discharge of
soluble fluoride into the sound?

(2) In what way will the discharge of
soluble Aluoride be alfecled?

Mr Q"CONNOR replied:

(1) Advice from CSBP that the fluoride will
bc contained in gypsum  being
transported to Lot 17 Wellard Road for
disposai.

(2) Answered by (1).

CONSERVATION AND THE
ENVIRONMENT

Polychlorinated Biphenyls

1152, Mr  BARNETT, w0 the Minister
representing the Minister for Conservation
and the Environment:

(1) Further Lo answers to my question 886
of 1981 on PCB phenol which showed no
studics had Tbeen done by the
Department  of  Conservation and
Environment, is the Minister awarce of
stocks of this substance being stored by
the State Energy Commission?

{2) How much is being stored?

{3) How is it being stored?
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{4) What precautions arc being made 10
ensurec the safely of people in the
vicinity?

(5) Why docs the department not ask for ar
demand its desiruction or removal from
the metropolitan arca?

{6) Are reports claiming it 10 be one of the
mast toxic substances available, correct?

Mr O"CONNOR replied:

(1) Yes.

(2) 10 (4) These matters lic within the
responsibility of another Minister.

(5) Because there is no need.

(6) No. PCBs arc of concern becausc of
their persistence and capacity o spread
through the food chain, rather than
because of their acute toxicity 1o
humans.

CONSERVATION AND THE
ENVIRONMENT

Coustal Zone: Management

BARNETT, 1o the Minister
representing the Minister for Conservation
and the Environment:

{1) Who are the members of the stcering
commiltce conducting a detailed review
of coastal management procedures and
policies in Western Australia?

(2) When was it formed, and how often and
when has it met?

(3) Who is the contract coastal planning
and management adviser?

(4) What arc his arcas of expertise?

(5) When can it be cxpected a report will be
brought down?

Mr O'CONNOR replicd:

(1Y Mr J. L. Bannister, Director WA
Muscum (Chairman)

Mr M. G. Anderson, Enginecer for
Harbour & Rivers. Public Works

Mr R. [ Candy, City Engincer.,
Cockburn City Council

Mr 1. C. Grasby. Senior Adviser. Soil
Conservation Scrvice. Department of
Agricuhure

Dr. B. 1. Hamilton, Chiel Environment
Officer, Deparument of Conscrvation
and Environment

Mr N. R. Hiller. Scnior Planning
Officer. Town Planning Department

Mr C. P. Huwuchison. Divisional
Surveyor, Lands & Surveys Department

Mr B. ). O'Leary. Actg. Principal
Assistant.  Depariment  of  Resources
Development

Mr  A. A. Skinner, Administrative
Officer, Lands & Surveys Department

—
J
—

April 1978. The commitiee’s lirst task
was 1o rccommend an appointment Lo
the position ol coastal planning and
management adviser. Since this position
was filled in July 1980, the commitlee
has met on cight occasions—in August,

October, November, and December

1980, and Fcbruary. March. and April

{1wice) 1981,

{3) Mr G. C. Sansom, coastal planning and
management  adviser, Department of
Conservation and Environment.

(4) Geography—including coastal studics—
and urban and regional planning.

{5) The commitiec is expected 1o report Lo

the Conscrvation and Environmentul

Council in August 1981,

ALUMINA REFINERY

Alwest Pty. Lid.: Worsley

1154, Mr BARNETT, (0 the Minister [or

Mines:

Further 10 his answer to my question
880 of 1981 on mining activities
associated with  Worsley, would he
please provide me with further details,
including minces for railway ballast and
all other mines begun as a result of the
construction of the Worsley refinery?

Mr P. V. JONES replied:

Woestrail has a contract to consiruct a
public rail line into the refinery and will
be using ballast for this construction, |
am advised that all ballast will be
coming from the Rowlands quarry o the
north of Bunbury and | am advised 1his
will be quarried next summer.

The carthworks for the rail line have
been completed and some 600 10nnes of
coarse sand brought in from a local sand
quarry. 1 am not able Lo ascertain the
exact source of this sand a1 this point in
lime.

To my knowlcdge these arc the only
additional operations connected with
Worsley which could be regarded as
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mining. Il the member can be more
specific as (o the matter of concern to
him | would be happy Lo provide more
information.

CSBP & FARMERS LTD.
Gypsum Disposal
1155, Mr  BARNETT. 1o the Minister

representing the Minister for Conscrvation
and the Environment:

(1) When is it expected that CSBP will
begin using lot 17 Wellard Road, known
locally as Pickles Swamp. for full-time
disposal of its gypsum wasie?

{2) Isit a fact that it is expected to increase
from 350 1onnes per day to 1 000 tonnes
per day?

(3) When will this happen?

Mr O'CONNOR replicd:

{1) 1t is understood that disposal is likcly 1o
commence shorily.

{2) and (3) It is believed that the production
of gypsum wasie is likely to increasc by
this amount when the new plant is in lul}
production.

COCKBURN SOUND
Groundwaier: Studics
1156. Mr  BARNETT. 1o the Minister

represcnting the Minister for Conservation
and the Environment:

{1} What studics have been done on the
flow rate of ground water from Lot 17
Wellard Road 1o Cackburn Sound?

{2) Can 1 please have a copy of those
studies?

(3) What is the Mow rate?

Mr O'CONNOR replicd:

(1) 10 {(3) The Minister is not aware of any
specific studies on this matier,

CONSERVATION AND THE
ENVIRONMENT

Borden Chemical Plint: Reports

1157. Mr BARNETT. to the Honorary Minister
Assisting  the  Minister  for  Industrial
Development and Comineree:

Further to my question 879 of 1981
relating to  Borden chemical  plam
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reports, would he please provide me with

copies of—

(a) WA environmental assessment by
MacDonald, Wagner & Priddle
Piy. Lid. for Borden Chemical Co.
resin plant at Bunbury:

(b) hazard analysis of the proposcd
project preparcd by Borden’s
insuTance assessors,

(¢) results of the noise cvaluation
survey by Vipac and Partners Piy.
Ltd,;

(d) Resin Plant at Bunbury WA—
reporl and recommendations by the
Environmental Prolection
Authorily, September 19807

Mr MacKINNON replied:
{a) Yes;
(b) yes;
() yes;
(d) ves.
The papers were tabled (see papers Nos. 205-
208).

ANIMALS
fFoxes

1158. Mr BARNETT, to the Minister
representing the Minisier for Fisheries and
wWildlile:

(1) In  respect of  the  Agriculture
Department’s altempis to poison [oxes
on the Burrup peninsula, what mecthods
will be used to ensure carnivorous native
animals and birds arc nol peisoned?

{2} How many officers from the—

{a) Conservation

Depariment;
{b} Fisherics and Wildlile Department;
are involved in the exercise?

(3) How many will be actually on site to
supervise the paisoning?

(4} Would the Minister plcase provide me
with a list dcailing all  known
carnivorous animals and birds which
frequent Burrup peninsula?

Mr O'CONNOR replicd:

(1) Positioning of baits 10 minimisc chance
of them being taken by other animals,
use of poison at  controtled
caoncentrations sufficient to kil foxes,
but insufficient o kill native species. and
use of baits palatable 10 foxes.

and Environment
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(2) (a) Nonc:
{b) thrce

(3) The officers of the Fisheries and
Wildlife Department are there 10 assess
if there is any non-target mortality.

{4} 1 refer the member 1o the environmenal
impact statement prepared by Woodside
Petroleum Piy Lid., which has been
available in the Parliameniary Library
since May 1979,

EDUCATION: PRIMARY SCHOOLS AND
HIGH SCHOOIL S

Rockingham

1159. Mr BARNETT. w0 the Minister [or
Education:

(1) Is it a fact that in answer to question
968 of 1981 he agreed to provide me
with a4 map showing present and
proposed  primary schools in the
Rockingham region?

(2) Why did the map semt show only onc
proposed primary school and no
proposed high schools?

(3) Will he please arrange for somcone in
his department to provide the details he
promised me in answer o question 968
of 19817

Mr GRAYDEN replicd:

(1) e (3) Enformation supplicd in answer to

guestion 968 of 1981 is complete. In the
three-year building predictions there is
only one primary school considered as
possibly being rcquired during. or
omediately after that period, in the
Rockingham area.
As explained in my leuer, further
schools will be proposed when housing
developments warrant such
considerations.

WATER RESOURCES
Mullalyup
1160. Mr T. H. JONES, 10 the Minister for
Wartcer Resources:

Would it be possible 1o use the Westrail
dam at Mullalyup 10 supply water for
Balingup?
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Mr MENSAROS replied:

No. as there is only sufficient water 10
supply the existing  services ot
Mullalyup.

MINING
Coul; Collic
1161, Mr T. H. JONES, 1o the Minister for
Mines;

In his reply Lo question 551 of 1981 he
said that the extractable coal reserves at
Collic were—

deep mine  coal—1i8  million
1onncs.
apen cut coul—286 milliont tonnes:

In view of the fact that Mr B. Kirkwood.
Stale Energy Commissioner, stated al
the Bunbury seminar on Thursday, 7
May 1981, that the esttmates put Collic
coal reserves between 600 and 800
million tonnes, which figure is correct?

Mr P. V. JONES replicd:

The latest estimate of cconomically
cxtractable reserves of coal from the
Callic coalfield made by the geological
survey in 1979 is 405 million tonnes
based on present mining practice.

With improved cconomics, further
cxploration  and  changing  mining
technology it scems likely Lhat this
figure will increase, possibly to between
600 and 800 million Lonncs.

MARRICK MORRITT
Damages Claim

1162, Mr H. D. EVANS, 1o the Minister
representing the Attorney General:

(1) Is it fact that on 2 April 98]
interrogatories were registered in the
Supreme Court and sent 10 the Crown
Law Department  concerning  claims
against the Warren District Hospital for
damages concerning Marrick Morritt in
October 19717

(2) In view of 1he delays in settling this
matter is the Atiorncy General able to
advise— :

(a) the rcason for the delays;
{b) when the case witl be heard:



{c) why the Crown Law Department
did not respond 10 discoveries
registered in the Supreme Court on
18  February 1981 within the
mandatory 10-day periad?

Mr O"CONNOR replicd:
(1) Yes.

(2} (a) There has been no unusual delay at
all on the part of the defendant or
the Crown Law Department. There
has been substantial delay on the
part of the plaintilT or his legal
advisers;

{b) it is up to the plaintifl to enter the

matter for trial;
prior to February 1981, the Crown
Law Deparument had provided the
plaintiff's soficitors with relevant
discoverable documents; the
plaintiff's  solicitors  subscquently
agreed that formal discovery was
unnecessary and Lthus not required.

—

(c

The paper was tabled (see paper No. 204).

GRAIN: WHEAT
Sales to USSR

1163, Mr . D. EVANS, 10 the Minister for
Agriculture: -

tn view of the fact that from the figures
released by the Deputy Prime Minister
recently it is shown that Australian
agricultural overseas sales of
commoditics increased from
$221 521 000 in 1978-79 to
$887837000 in 1979-80 including
wheat sales 1o the USSR during a wheat
sale embirgo to that coumry from $15
million to $452 million—i.c., the wheat
sales to  the USSR  comprising
approximaiely 65 per cent of the total
increase—

(a) docs the Agriculture Department
disagree with the figures, and if so,
what arc the correct figures:

{(b) did Western Australian wheat sales
increase benelit proportionately to
the Australian results, and if not,
what was the proportionate increase
in wheat sales to the USSR in the
years from 1978-79 to 1979-807
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Mr OLD replied:

(2) The Burcau of  Agricultural
Economics in the December 1980
issue of “Trends™ reports thal total
Australian  rural exporls  were
$5990 million in 1978-79 and
$8 480 million—preliminary
figurc—in 1979-80.

Burcau of Agricultural Economics
figures for wheat sales to the USSR
are in agreement with those quoted
in Lhe question.,

The wheat sale embargo Lo the
USSR did not apply for the wholc
of 1979-80. It was applicd on 4
January 1980,

(b) In 1978-79 no shipments of wheat
were made to the USSR from
Western Australia,

In 1979-80 shipments of wheat
worth $50 million were made Lo the
USSR (rom Western Australia.

WOOD CHIPPING
Shannon River Basin

1164, Mr H. D. EVANS, to the Minister

representing the Minister for Forests:

{1} What quantity of wood-chip logs was
cxtracted from the Shannon basin in
cach of the years 1979 and 19807

(2) Whal percentage of the toml material
received by the wood-chip plant imake
did this amount represent’?

Mrs CRAIG replied:

(1) The information requested was provided
in answer to {3} (b} of thc member's
question 1044 of 6 May 1981,

(2) 1979 L1 per cent.

1980 7 per cent.

STOCK
Boyanup Sales

1165, Mr H. D. EVANS, 10 the Minister for

Agricuhure:

{1) Is it a Tact that in recent wecks some
operators who have purchased cautle at
the Boyanup sales on a live-weight basis,
have requested a re-weight of their total
live weight purchases?
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(2) II"Yes"—

(a) on how many occasions has such a
re-weight occurred in the past three
manths:

(b) what differentiations, il any, were
shown in each such re-weigh:

(c) what is the cost to the indusiry
through additional work and injury
to stock of each re-weigh:

(d) whar financial benefit did the
purchaser gain from cach re-weigh?

(3) Is therc any intention 1o cstablish a
standard cede for conduct of live-weight
selling. and if so, will he give delails?

Mr OLD replied:
(1) Yes.

(2} (1) Ar most sales u buyer or buyers

have requested re-weighings:

(b} my department has no record of
any weights at stock sales:
additional direct costs are borne by
the operators of the live-weight
facility: no increcase in injurics has
been apparemt according 1o the
purchascrs:

(d) in most cases there was no finanical
benefit, except on the few occasions
when a downward adjustment Lo
the weight recorded was made,

{3) Yecs. Standing Commiltee on
Agricullure established a working pary
on standardised live-weight  selling
procedurcs and their draflt report s
currently being  considered by all
scctions of the industry.

(c

——r

WATER RESOURCES
Dam: Channybearup

1166. Mr H. D. EVANS, 10 the Mimster for

Works:
What is the estimated cost of work
being carricd out on the Channybcarup
dam site?

Mr MENSAROS replicd:
The estimaled cost during 1980-81 Tor
investigations  of the  Channybearup
dam site on Lefroy Brook is $35 000.

MEAT: BEEF
{mports
1167. Mr H. D. EVANS, to the Minister for
Agriculture:

(1Y What quantity of beef was imported
from WNew Zealand into  Wesiern
Australia in 1980

(57}
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(2) What quantity of becl has been
imported from WNew Zealand inlo
Western Austalia in cach of the past
four months of 19817

Mr OLD replicd:

{1} 1 280  carions
kg/cartoon.
(2) Nil

approximately 27

STATE FINANCE
Agricultural Expenditure

168, Mr H. D. EVANS, 10 the Minister for
Agriculture:

Following the recent announcemenls
that Federal Government [inance 1o the
States will be cut—

(a) by how much will funds [or
agricullure be reduced in Western
Australia;

(b) whal specific areas of agricultural
expenditure will be reduced in
Western  Australia and by how
much?

Mr OLD replied:

{a) Funds have been absorbed into the
total 1ax base,
(b) answered by (a).

WATER RESOURCES
Catchment Arecas: Clearing Bans

1169. Mr H. D. EVANS, to thc Minister for
Works:

In cascs where farmers in  water
calchment areas where clearing bans
apply have applied to have land which
they arce not allowed 1o clear exchanged
for land held by the Crown and have
been refused by the Rural Adjusiment
Authority, what avenues ol appeal are
open to them?

Mr MENSAROS replicd:

It is understood that there is no
provision for appeal in relation Lo a
decision by the Rural Adjustment
Authority under the catchment arcas
compensation and reconstruction
scheme. Additional information could
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more properly be given by the Minister
for Agriculture, wnder whose provinee

the  Rural  Adjustment  Authority
operates Lhis scheme.
In cascs where cxchange land s

unavailable, however, farmers can apply
to the Public Works Depariment for
cash compensation under the Country
Arcas Water Supply Act.

REGISTRAR GENERAL

Kantini Abdul Rahim: Registration

1170. Mr PARKER, to the Chiel Sccretary:

(1)

(2)

(3)

(4)

(5)

(6)

Is he aware that there has been
correspondence between the
Commonwealth Department of Home
Aflfairs and the Registrar General in

Woestern Austratia on the subject of the

registration of the name of a child

registered as  Kantini Abdul Rahim
Kasim, but whose namec is actually
Kantini Abdul Rahim?

Is he aware that as a result of the mixup
in registration the child’s name now
makes il appear that she is the daughter
of her grandfather and is her father’s
sister?

Is he also aware that her parents arc
permanent  residents ol Australia
residing in Christmas Island?

Is he further aware that the official
sceretary of the Department of Home
Affsirs  at  Christmas Istand has
described  the Registrar  General's
attitude as * . NOY Very cncouraging
and unnccessarily burcaucratic™?

In view of the fact that a comparatively
simple situation is causing
cmbarrassmenl and problems to all

concerned, will he take steps to correct
what is obviously an honest mistake at
the time of the birth of the child and
have her registered as Kantini Abdul
Rahim; i.e.. surname shown as Abdul
Rahim?

1T “No"” to (5), will he advisc the parents
and mc how they can resolve the
situation without incurring unnccessary
expensc’

Mr HASSELL replied:

{
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(B

(2)

Sir
n

1o (6) 1 have been advised thal no
mistake was made at the time of the
registration. The birth was registered in
accordance with the Western Australian
Registration of Births, Deaths and
Marriages Acl. The fact that our
custams conflict with those of Malaysia
is unfortunate, but if a child is born in
Waestern Australia, the registration must
comply with Western Austrahian law.

The remedy is not to alter (he
registration, but for the parents Lo have
the ¢hild's name changed by whatever
means are available in their place of
residence and o then apply 10 (he
Western Australian Registrar General's
office for the change of name to be
cndorsed on Lhe birth registration.

TECHNOLOGICAL CHANGE
Review Group

Mr DAVIES, (o the Premicr:

In view of the flact that the grand
council of Government salaried officers’
industrial organisations of Woestern
Australia represents a large number of
public servants as well as school teachers
and olher Government employees, who
could be greatly affected by 1he
introduction ol new echnology, why was
consideration not given to appointing a
representative of this body Lo the Staie
Government's  technological  review
group?

How many organisations and individuals
sought representation on the
technological review group?

CHARLES COURT repliced:

The technology review group has an
overviewing role to keep Government
advised on developments, prospects and
impact ol technology as a guide 1o policy
determination.

The responsibility for research  and
detailed examination of specific issues
will rest with subcommitices which have
yet 1o be sclected and formed.
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Consideration  was  given to  all
applications for representation but it
was not possible to include all in the
technology review group. The group
membership will provide as wide a base
as possible and unsuccessful applicants
to this group may be asked to provide
input through the subcommiitees or
working parties.

(2) Ten professional organisations and six

Government departments sought
representation on the technology review
group. Somec verbal inquiries from
individuals were reccived, bul no formal
applications made,

PRISONS
Prisoners: Injurics or Sickness

1172, Mr JAMIESON, to the Chief Sceretary:

(n

(3)

Why were the next of kin of the remand
prisoners who atiempted 10 escape at
Canning Vale not made aware of the
injuries of the prisoners?

Whosc responsibility is it 10 advise next
of kin when prisoners are scriously ill or
injured while in the control of the
Department of Corrections?

Is he aware that the mother of the
scriously injured prisoner was refused
permission to visit her son in Fremantle
Hospital?

Mr HASSELL replied:

)

(3)

and (2) Notification of the next of kin of
a prisoncr, where a prisoncr attempls to
escape or is injured, is a matter within
the discretion of the superiniendent of
the institution concerned.

In the view of the senior medical officer
who examined the prisoners. their
injuries were superficial and did not
warrant notification being given to next
of kin.

None of the prisoners was seriously
injured and nonc is in the Fremantle
Hospital. The mother of the prisoner
presently in Fremantle Prison inlirmary
requested permission 1o visit her son on
Tuesday, 12 May 1981, and was
informed by the superintendent that she
could not visit her son on that day in
view of pending disciplinary charges, but
that she could visit her son after 9.00
a.m. on Wednesday, 13 May 1981,

PRISONS
Prisoncers: Number
Mr JAMIESON, to the Chicef Sceretary:

(1) How many prisoners are al present in

each of the institutions under Lthe control
of the Department of Carrections?

(2) How many of these prisoners are serving

scntences as a result of drug offences
other than that of alcohol?

Mr HASSELL replied:
{1) Musters as at 1 May 81 are shown

below—
Albany 73—As at | May 81
Bandyup 42—As at 1 May 81
Bartons Mill 94—As at | May 51
Broome 56—As at | May 81
Brunswick 25—Asat 1 May 81
Bunbury 67—As at | May 81
C. W. Campbell

Remand 8§2—As at 1 May 81
Eastern Goldfields 59—Aflat 1 May &1
East Perth 14—As at 1 May 81
Fremantle 481—As at 1 May 8}
Geraldton 73—As at 1 May 81
Highgate 3—Asat | May 81
Kalgoorlic 22—As at | May 8|
Karnet 8§9—As at 1 May 81
Pardelup 38—As at 1 May 8!
Rocbourne 80—As at 1 May 81
West Perth 32—Asat 1 May 81
Wooroloo 109—As at | May 81
Wyndham 28—As at 1 May 81

TOTAL — 1447

) A total of 106 prisoners in these
institutions were serving sentences for
drug offences as al | May 81.

FUEL AND ENERGY: SOLAR
Kyoto University
Mr T. J. BURKE, to the Premicr:

In view ol its special significance Lo
Western Australia, what action  has
been taken by the Government 10 check
claims that a Kyoto University team has
found a way to cheaply store and release
solar energy?

Sir CHARLES COURT replicd:

I am advised that the Solar Encrgy
Research Institute of Western Australia
is awarc of the development and is
prescntly obtaining details.
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EDUCATION
Multi-cultural Advisory Committee
1175. Mr T. J. BURKE, to the Minister for
Education:

{1) What is the composition of[—

(a) the Statc advisory commillec on
multi-cultural education: and

{b) the crileria for membership?

(2) When was it formed?

(3) Would he plcase advise the dates on
which it has met?

Mr GRAYDEN replied:

(1) (a) Dr H. Pearson (Chairman), Asst
Dircctor of Schools

Mr J. Bubagiar. State Immigration
& Ethnic Allairs

Mr J. Darcey, Scenior High School
Principal

Mr L. Fox,
Languages _
Mr V. Mandyczewsky, President,
Multicultural Education Council of
WA

Mrs C. Panos, Community member
Mr J. Skivinis {on LSL—Mr B.
Wells replacing tcmporarily)
Superintendent of Social Studies
Mrs R. Tang, Catholic Education
Commission

Mr O. Paccagnella (Excculive
Officer), employed by the advisory
commillee

Ministerial appointments cither as
representatives ol systems  or
because  of  the capacity to
contribute.

(2) First met on 30 May 1979.

(3) 30 May 1979; 4 July 1579: 13 Sept
1979 11 Oct 1979; 15 Nov 1979; 7 Dec
1979: 6 Fcb (980 22 Feb 1980; 2]
March 1980; 2 May 1980: 9 May 1980;
S June 1980: 11 July 1980; 25 July
1980; 30 July 1980; 1 Aug 1980; 19
Sept 1980; 26 Sept 1980; 9 Oct 1980: 6
Nov 1980; 2 Dcc 1980: 3 March 1981,
20 March 1981: 13 April 1981,

Supcrintendent  of

(b

—

HEALTH: TOBACCO
Advertising: Billboards
1176. MrT. J. BURKE, Lo the Premicr:

What action has been
contemplated, o prohibit

taken, or is
cigarctle
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advertising on billboards, the subject of
the contract between the Government
and Australian Posters?

Sir CHARLES COURT replied:
None al this stage.

HEALTH: TOBACCO
Advertising: Public Transport

1177. Mr T. J. BURKE, to the Minister for
Transporl:

What action has becn 1aken, or is
contemplaled, 1o prohibit cigarctie
advertising on buscs and trains in the
metropolilan arca?

Mr RUSHTON replied:

None al this stage.

AVON HOUSE
Purchase
1178, Mr McIVER, 1o the Premier:

(1) Is a Government department interested
in purchasing Avon House situaled in
York Road, Northam?

{2) Il so, would hc indicate what
department is involved, and for what
purposc  is  Avon  House  being
purchased?

Sir CHARLES COURT replied:

(1) and (2) The Statc Housing Commission
in collaboration with the Aberiginal
hostels was interested in the purchasc of
Avon House for the housing of
pensioners needing hostel-type
accommaodation.

Because of the lack of funding from the
Commonwealth for the hostel, 1the
Aboriginal hostcls were nol able to
accept this responsibility and as a
conscguence, the Housing Commission
wuas unable to attend the recent auction.

WATER RESOURCES: METROPOLITAN
WATER BOARD

Employces
1179, Mr McIVER, to the Minister lfor Water
Resources:

(1) s it intended 1o retrench water supply
stall ;1 Northam?
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{2) (a) I so, when will retrenchments take
placc: and

(b) how many
affecled?

Mr MENSAROS replicd:

(1) There is no present intention 0 retrench
water supply s1aff at Northam.

(2) (a} and (b) Answered by (1).

cmployces  will  be

RAILWAYS
Wool
H8G. Mr McIVER, 1o the Minisier for
Transport:

(1) What was the amount of income
reccived by Westrail by the carting of
wool in the years—

(a) 1978:
(b) 1979;
(c) 19807

(2) Has he reccived correspondence from
rural organisations requesting  that
farmers be allowed to cart their own
wool?

(3) If “Yes”, what has been the essence of
his reply to the organisations?

(#) Is it the intention of the Government to
casc the present regulation on  the
transport of wool this year?

(5) If so, when, and will it apply Siate-

widc?
Mr RUSHTON replied:
n
Financial Years 5
(a) 1978 3 176 000;
(b) 1979 3 496 Q00;
(<) 1980 3 502 000;
(2) Yes.

(3) This 15 somewhat dectailed and 1 will
advise the mémber direet.

(4) and (5) This matter s
cansideration.

under

TOWN PLANNING
Glendalough

1181, Mr BERTRAM, 10 the Minister [lor
Urban Development and Town Planming:

(1} Has shec reccently altered the zoning
classification of lands siloated a1 323
Harbaorne Street. Glendalough?
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(2) If *Yes"—

(a) who owns thai land;
(b) what are the circumstances said 10
justify the aliered zoning?

Mrs CRAIG replicd:

{1} Yes. The zoning was aliered on 29
February 1980, if 323 Harborne Sireet
is the same land as Lot 2 Harborne
Strect.

(2) (2) and (b) The information is not
readily availablc. However, | will
obtain it and forward it to the
member,

HEALTH: TOBACCO
Advertising: Railway Property

1182. Mr BERTRAM.
Transport:

to the Minister for

(i) Arc hoardings advertising drugs—thosc
contained in cigarcttes—permiticd on
Woestrail lands?

I “Yes”, how
advertisements
eslablished?

(3) When did Westrail give permission for
cigaretic  advertisements  to be
constructed on its land?

{4) How much is Woesirail paid for
permission for cigarctie advertisements
to be positioned on railway land?

(5) When did Westrail give permission far
the advertising of cigareties on railway
land?

(6) What persons. firms or companics have
permission to advertise cigareltes on
raflway land?

(7) If any companies havc pcrmission 1o
advertise cigarctics on railway land, who
has the controlling interest in cach of
them?

(8) When will the right
cigarctltes on  railway
discontinued or cxpire?

such
been

many
have so far

to adverlise
land  be

vir RUSHTON replied:

{1) Hoardings advertising cigareltes are
permitted on Westrail lands.

(2) 110.
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(3) Westrail has a contract with Australian
Posters Pty. Lid. which provides thal
company with exclusive rights 10 use
advertising facilitics on the railway
reserve for the purpose of commercial
advertising.

The company has recently excrcised un
option lo rencw the agreement for a
further 10 years from Dccember 1980.

(4) Westrail is not paid specifically for
cigarctie advertisements on  Westrail
land. [ts comwract with Australian
Posters covers payment  for  all
advertising under the contract.

(5) Answered by (3).

{6) Contracts for all adverising arc
negotiated direct between Australian
Posters and its clients.

(7) Not known.

(8) There is no proposal to discontinue
cigaretic advertising or advertising
facilitics on Westrail land at this stage.

TRAFFIC: MOTOR VEHICLES

Insurance Trust

1183, Mr BERTRAM, 10 the Minister for Local

Government:

(1) Is it sull the Government's policy 10
refuse Lo answer questions relating 10
the Motor Vehicle Insurance Trust?

(2) If “Yes”, for how much longer is the
public to be denied information through
answers lo parliamentary questions on
matters as important as the activities of
the Motor Vchicle Insurance Trust?

(3) If “No™ 10 (1), is it a fact that the
Motor  Vchicle  Insurance  Trust
premiums  have been or will be
substantially increased?

(4) Il “Yes”, did Cabinet approve this
increase?

(5) (a) IM*Yes™, when;

{b) if “No™ why?

{6) (a) Did she or the Premicr announce
the said subsiantial increases in
premiums;

(b) il "No”, why?

(7) Who did makc the announcement?
Mrs CRAIG replied:

(1) To my knowlcdge, there has ncver been
any such policy.

1184. Mr COWAN, 1to the
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(2) Asa number of questions rclating Lo the
Molor Vchicle [nsurance Trust have
been answered in this and another place,
| am astounded that the member should
now assert that the Government has had
a policy of refusing answers. What
makes the assertion even more
astounding is that at least five questions
which he personally asked on this
subject were answered about 18 months
ago.

{3) It has already becn announced that an
increase of 25 per cent in Third Pany
insurance  premiums  will  become
effective on 1 July next.

(4) Yes.

(5) (a) and (b) 28 April 1981.
(6) (a)} No;
(b) because, in accordance with the

provisions of the Motor Vehicle
(Third Party Insurance) Acl, the
Motor Vehicle Ensurance Trust is
responsible for the determination of
premium ratcs although any such
determination is subject 1o the
approval of the Minister.

(7) The Manager of the Motor Vchicle
Insurance Trust.

LAND: AGRICULTURAL
Beaumont

Minister

representing the Minister for Lands:

(1) What is the cstimated area of cach of
the 15 blocks which it is proposed o
release in the Mt. Bcaumoni area of the
Esperance Shirc?

(2) Will the blocks be released subject 1o
price, or will the price be determined
before allocation?

(3) Will successful applicants be subject 1o
the usual conditions under a conditional
purchase lease?

(4) What is the maximum length of time
successful applicants arc given to pay lor
the blocks?

{5) What dcposit is required?

Mrs CRAILG replied:

(1) Survey instruclions are aboul to be
issued for the fiftcen locations al M.

Beaumont. The area of cach will be in
the vicinity of 2 000 ha.
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(2) The price per hectare of the locations
will be Mixed prior 10 applications being
inviled for the land.

(3) Yes.

(4) 30 years,

(5) A “deposit” required from a successful
applicant would represent a half-yearly
instalment of inlerest charges on survey
fees plus lease and registration [ees and
for a block of around 2000 hccrares
would be in the order of $160-5170.

1185. This qucstion wis postponed.

SUPERANNUATION
Waiving of Benefits
1186. Mr BERTRAM, to the Treasurer:

(1) Which fund benefits  from  the
superannuation payments which are
waived by superannuants who do so Lo
preserve  their  pension and fringe
benefits?

(2) How much has been waived so far?

Sir CHARLES COQURT replied:

(1) The Consolidated Revenuc Fund and
the superannuation fund beneflit from
the withholding of superannuation
increases in order thal superannuants’
lringe benefits may be preserved.

(2) The total amount of superannuation
increases withheld 10 date is—

(a) Consolidated Revenue  Fund—
523 000—approximately:
{b) superannuation fund—8$630—

approximately.

EDUCATION
Regional Office: Yilgarn

1187, Mr COWAN, 10 the
Education:

Minister  for

(1) When was the Yilgarn regional office of
the Education Department cstablished?

(2) Is it departmem policy to continue with
regional offices, particularly the Yilgarn
regional office?

(3) How many officers of the Education
Department work from the temporary
buildings in which the regional office is
situated?

{4} Are therc any plans to establish the
regional office in buildings of a morc
permancnt naturc?

2119

(5) When are those plans 10 be

implemented?
Mr GRAYDEN replied:
(1) 23 January 1979,
(2) Yes.
(3) Eight.
(4) No.
(5) Not applicable.

COMMUNITY WELFARE
Children: Physically Abused

1188. Mr DAVIES, 1o the
Community Welfare:

Minister for

Further to question 1104 of 1981
concerning a counselling centre for
familics in which children have been
physically abused, can he advise which
other sites have been considered?

Mr HASSELL replicd:

Exhaustive  inquiries  were made
throughout December and  January
1980-81. The type of accommodation
essential to the elficient operation of the
proposed  counsclling  centre  was
generally not available.
Only five premises came near to the
nccessary  requircments  and  were
examined and considered. These were as
follows—

Two houses in South Perth;

onc office in West Perth;

onc hospital in Applécross:

house and office in Rivervale.

WATER RESOURCES
Pifbara and Kimberley
1189. Mr DAVIES, 10 the Minister for Health:

(1) Further to question 1103 of 1981
refating to calcium levels in drinking
water can he advise what—

(a) maximum desirable;

{b) maximum permissible;

levels of calcium in drinking water
supplies arc recommended by the World
Health Organisation and Lthe National
Health and Medical Research Council?

{2) Can hc advisc the average calcium levels
in the water supplies of cach Pilbara and
Kimberley town?
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Mr YOUNG replicd:

(1) (a) National Hcalth and Medical
Rescarch Council maximum levels.
Desirable current criteria Caleium
200 mg/L
Long-tcrm objectives 75/L

{(b) Notcs from NH and MRC,
“Desirable current  criteria—sels
our maximum levels which may be
used as currenl criteria appropriale
to present Australian conditions to
give a drinking water of sutisfactory
quality™,

“lLong term  objectives—sets  out
more stringent levels which could
be aspired 10 as long term
objectives, and which, il achicved,
result in drinking water of excellent
quality. These fevels are based on

W.H.O. International  Standards
for Drinking Water, 19717,
(2) Rccent analysis—
Calcium
lons
mg/L

Broome 21
Derby 16
Fitzroy Crossing 50
Halls Creek 3541
Camballin 8
Wyndham 2
Kununurra 38
Port Hedland 26
Marble Bar 68
Nullagine 46
Wiltenoom

Gorge 44
Karratha 75
Rocbourne 85:81: 89.

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE
HEALTH: TOBACCO
Advertising: Railway Property
258. Mr BERTRAM, 10 the
Transport:

Minister for

In answer (o my question 1182, the
Minister informed me there were 110
cigarctte advertisements on railway land
and thc company that cstablishes those
hoardings had recently exercised an
option to renew the agreement for
another 10 years from December 1980,
Has the Government or Westrail any
power whatsoever (o put a Slop 10 a
conlinuation of those adverlisements of
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drugs through cigarciies by way of
hoardings on railway lund?
Mr RUSHTON replicd:

Because of the technical nature of the
question 1 ask that it be put on netice.

Mr Davies: Cut it out. It is not technical.

ACTS AMENDMENT (ELECTORAL
PROVINCES AND DISTRICTS) BILL

Cabinct Subcommitice
259, Mr DAVIES. 10 the Chicf Sccretary:

Who are the members of the Cabinet
subcommittee  associuted  with  the
drawing of the boundarics lor the Acts
Amendment (Electoral Provinces and
Districts) Bill?

Mr HASSELL replicd:

It is quite a long tradition that 1the
afTairs of Cabinct are not subjected Lo
discussion in this Housc, so 1 am not
prepared Lo identily those members.

Mr Davies: You go to the Press and explain
that a Cabinct subcommittce has been
appainted.

Mr HASSELL: | am nol prepared 1o identily
the Government subcommitice which
dealt with this mater.

" TOWN PLANNING
South Perth City

260. Mr WILLIAMS. 1o the Minister for Urban
Dcevelopment and Town Planning:

{1} Is the Minister awarc that the City of
South Perth, at a special mecting on 6
May 1981, approved the immediate
implementation of its town planning
scheme No.57?

{2) Has this scheme been given preliminary
approval by the Minister?

{3) Has the City of South Perth a legal
right 10 enlorce this scheme?

(4) What is the necessary procedure 10 give
this scheme statutory lorce?

Mrs CRAIG replied:

I thank the member for some shorl
notice of this question the answer to
which is as lollows—
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(1) o (4) | have not had any lormal
notification of the motion passed by
the City of South Perth: however, |
have been passed u copy of the
minutcs of that meeting and | did
rcad an article in this morning’s
cdition of The West Auwstrakian
about this matter.

The scheme has not been given
preliminary approval. The scheme
has no statutory force: in fact. it
has no legal eflect.

In reply o the third part of the
question. it s my understanding
that the Ciy of South Perth has
just completed a review ol s
scheme, and the mecting on 6 May
decided it would have force and
cffect as from the day afier the
meeting. The scheme has not yet
becn  submitied 1o the Town
Planning Dcpartment for
examination, so the department has
not examined the scheme nor made
a recommendation Lo me.

The preliminary approval process is
very necessary becausc it is after
that thar the scheme goes out lor
public submissions, At that time the
people who live in the area have an
opportunity Lo comment as 10 the
form of the scheme and (o indicate
to the council whether the people
are in agreement with its scheme.
At the end of that advertising
period the council would consider
the submissions and then indicate 10
the depariment and mysell whether
those submissions should in their
view be wupheld or dismissed.
Following that the board would
consider the submissions and then |
would do so myscll. I do think it is
important this process is foltowed
because it provides a protection lor
the people who live in and own
property in the community. The
action of the council to implement a
scheme in  this way s very
detrimental to those persons who
arc owners of land within the arca
who now find that the purposc for
which they purchased that land has
been changed or there is an atlempt
to  remove from them the
development rights 10 the land.
when they were previously given an
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indication that they would be able
lo develop in accord with the
scheme  which  presently  has

statutory force: that is, scheme No.
2

COMMUNITY WELFARE
Adoptions: Delays

261. Mr TONKIN, to the
Community Welfare:

Minister  for

{1} 1s he aware there is an inordinate delay
in the adoption of children. particularly
when it is the adoption of overscas
Labivs, which is causing greal disiress 10
people who have been waiting a very
long time for such adoptions?

(2) Will he make inquiries 10 sce whether
steps can be taken 1o cxpedite these
matlers and to overcome the delays?

Mr HASSELL replied:

(1) and (2) There is a very considerable
delay in relation lo the adoption of
children generally. It takes
approximately 4% yeuars to achieve an
adoption because of the shortage of
children available for adoption. There is
a wailing list of people who wish to
adopt  children, notwithstanding  1he
narrowing down of the list of people
wailing by the establishment  of
guidclines 1o give preference 10 those
who have the strongest case. That action
is the only thing the department can do
in the circumsiances where there are so
few children available for adoption.

As far as overscas adoptions are
concerned, steps were laken recently in
co-operation with the Commonwcealth
and other States 1o improve the
availability of children from other
countirics for adoption in Australia. That
system works on the basis that certain
areas are designated as being in the
interests of this State or another. In
other words, the available centres have
been identificd by this co-operative
arrangement.

Auempts have been made 1o improve
the checking process and procedures at
ground level in the places from which
the children come.

The Leader of the Opposition said by
way of interjection there appears 10 be
some strange criteria adopied. | do not
think so.
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Davies: | have had before me some
complaints about questions asked of
prospective parents.

HASSELL: That might be so, bul
prospective parents tend to feel fairly
sensilive about the issue, and when they
find the waiting period is so long, which
wc cannol avoid, they tend to follow
other avenues or atlempt Lo bring
pressure to bear on the authorities in
complaint  of specific matters. I a
specilic complaint is referred to by the
member | will have it investigated.

Mr Davics: No action, just an investigation.

Mr

HASSELL: If the member referred
generally to these matters | think he will
find the overall position is as good as we
can make it. The best that can be done
for adoption and many other problems
within the community would be reduced
if we did not have such a high rate of
abortion.

WATER RESOURCES
Greenbushes

262. Mr H. D. EVANS, 10 the Minister for

Works:

In view of the fact that the PWD has
pumped water from a former mine pit to
augment the Greenbushes 1own water
supply in the last week, and bearing in
mind that the population of the town is
cxpected Lo increase very substantially in
the next few years, what specific plans
docs the PWD have to ensure that the
town's water supply will be upgraded o0
meet the increased water demands in the
1981 and 1982 summer scasons?

Mr MENSAROS replicd:

The gencral position is substantially the
same as given in the replies 10 the
member’s questions without notice on 29
April and 6 May.

In the short term, to cater for
requirements in 1981 and 1982,
consideration is  being  given Lo

augmentation of the Greenbushes™ water
supply from a  mining  dam
approximately two kilemctres
downstream from the existing dam and
from disused ming sites.

In view of the faci that cxpansion by
Greenbushes Tin NL will affect growth

at Balingup, consideration is being given
to augmentation of Balingup water
supply from an adjacent strcam or
ahernatively (rom resources in  the
vicinity of Greenbushes.

LOCAL GOVERNMENT
Rates: Loss of Revenue

Mr PARKER, to the Premicer:

In  Seplember  of last  year the
Commonwealth Government announced
that the Minister Assisting the Prime
Minister in Federal Affairs would write
Lo all Prcmiers secking their agreement
in referring the matter of Government
obligation w compensale local
government municipalities for loss of
general rate revenue as a consequence of
Commonwealth Government immunity
in respect of Crown properties to the
ACIR. [ ask—

{1} Has the Premier replied to the

letter?

{2) has the Premicr replied- to the
letter?

(3) Did the Premier support the

Commenwealih’s  suggestion  that
the matler of non-ratablic land be
relerred 1o the ACIR?

(4) Will the Premicr please wable the
letter referred 1o above?

Sir CHARLES COURT replicd:
(1) to {4) | have no rccollection of the letter

to which the member referred. That
docs not mean 10 say it has not been
received, because normally a letter of
that kind would be given to the Minister
for Federal Affairs. 1 will follow (he
matter through for the member to
determine the position. | will then decide
whether it is right and proper to table
the papers.

ACTS AMENDMENT (ELECTORAL

PROVINCES AND DISTRICTS)
BILL

Cabinet Subcommittec

264. Mr JAMIESON, 10 the Premier:

Who were the members of his Cabincl
subcommillee responsible for drawing
up the clectoral boundarics
recammendations?
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Sir CHARLES COURT replied:

It is not customary Lo make thal sort of
information publicly available,

Mr Jamicson: 1t usually is.
Mr Bryce: Are you ashamed of it?

Sir CHARLES COQURT: Of coursc we are
not ashamed of anything.

Mr H. D. Evans: Why so coy!

Sir CHARLES COURT: The member
should grow up a bit and give himself a
bit of staturc around the place.

M Bryce. You know whul you hiave done is

putrid.
Mr Davies: Stuff out of the sewers.

Sir CHARLES COURT: In answer to the
member for Welshpool, it is not
cusltomary for information of this kind
10 be made available because il rclates
to Cabinet activities.

Mr Jamicson: It usually is.

Sir CHARLES COURT: 1 remind the
member who has had cxperience as a
Minister that the informatien is often
made public in cascs where an inquiry is
scl up, the namcs of particular Ministers
arc mentioned, and they have some
dircct relationship with the public. |
have the feeling that in the course of
these studies more than one group of
Ministers was involved. | cannol be
precise because | do not have the
knowledge off the cuff. Certainly 1
would be only too pleased Lo consider
the maticr and determine whether a

precedent cxists. | will then give a
further  answer to  the member's
question.

EDUCATION

Community College: Kalgoorlic

Mr PEARCE, to the Minister for

Education:

(1) Is it a flacL thal the new community
college in Kalgoorlie Tormed by the
forced amalgamation of the Eastern

Goldliclds Technical College and the
Kalgeorlie  Schoel of Mines s
experiencing considerable difficulty in
recruiting staff to operate the college
next year to the extent that the college
will not be viable next year in terms of
the level of stalf recruitment so far
achieved?

(2) If that is a lact, what contigency plans is
the Minister considering to cnsure (hal
post-secondary  education a1t the
goldfields next year does not collapse
altogether?

Mr GRAYDEN replied:

(1) and {2) | am not aware the college ic
experiencing any excessive difficulty in
oblaining staff.

COMMUNITY WELFARE
Children: Physically Abused

266, Mr DAVIES, to the Minister Tlor

Community Welfare:

This question relates o question on
notice 1188 answered loday and
guestion on natice 1104 answered on 7
May. [ refer to a proposed counselling
centre for families in which children
have been physically abused. Has a [irm
decision been made on that proposal
and, if so, 15 it intended by the
Government 1o take over the premises at
Subiaco which were offered? If that is
so, will that be done by overriding the
wishes of some local residents in that
arca and, more particularly, the Subiaco
City Council?

Mr HASSELL replicd:

A decision has been taken aller a most
carclul consideration of all the issues
invalved. The Kensington annex is a
Government building and will continue
10 be so. Formerly it was used as an
annex to the King Edward Memorial
Hospital. Short of ¢losing that building
and redevcloping it as a multiple
residence structure, 1t will be used for
some Government activity. We have
considered the issued very carefully and
have met with local residents of the area
and the Mayor of the Subiaco Cily
Council. In addition, we have received
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corrcspondence from them. [t has been
decided, nolwithstanding some
objection, that the annex will be used by
the Child Life Prolection section of the
Department for Community Welfare.

The character and appearance of the
building as a residential 1ype of
structure will be maintained carclully.
Essentially the building will be used as a
centre  for  activities  aid  some
counselling will occur. I is our view the
community will suffer no detrimental
cffect and. indeed, if the community
considers the matier carelully 1 think it
would reach the conclusion that the
building will be wused for some
Government activity and that the one
proposed will be the lcast offensive.

| conclude by asscriing that although
some apposition to the proposal has been
shown, we have reccived some support.

COMMUNITY WELFARE
Children: Physically Abused

Mr  DAVIES, o the Minister for

Community Wellare:

Supplementary 10 the question 1 just
asked, will the Minister reply in relation
to my query about the overriding of the
Subiaco LCity Council. Was that
necessary? | noted the Minister said
discussions were held, but as a result of
thosc discussions was il necessary 10
override the wishes of the council?

Mr HASSELL replied:

| apelogise to the Leader of the
Opposition for not answering that part
of his question. | understand that
notwithstanding a recommcndation from
the own planner employed by the
Subiaco City Council that the proposed
use should be approved, the council
adopied a resolution that the proposal
should not be approved by the council;
bul because of the existing usage of the
building and its background the
Government is not required to have local
authority approval. We will proceed
withoul the express formal consent of
the council.

INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT
Borden Chemical Co. (Aust.) Pry. Lid.

268. Mr BRYCE, to the Honorary Minister
Assisting  the  Minister  for  Industrial
Development and Commeree:

(1) Is he aware that during his absence
overseas the Bunbury City Council by a
vole of six Lo live decided against the
siting of the Borden chemical plant at
the waterfront in the cily of Bunbury
area?

(2) Docs the Government intend to override
the decision of Lthe council?

(3) Will the Minister use the good offices of
his department to cncourage the
establishment of the Borden chemical
plant in the zonc designated in that own
lfor noxious industrics?

Mr MacKINNON replied:

(1) to {3) | am aware of the decisian made
by the Bunbury City Council. No
decision has been made in respeet of any
particular action to be laken as a
consequence of the councils decision.
We will conlinue discussions with the
Borden company and others with a view
Lo encouraging the establishment of that
industry in Western Australia.

ROAD
Ranford Road

269. Mr PEARCE., o the Minister for
Transport:

Following the rejection by Government
back-benchers of the proposal 1o build a
bridge across the Canning River which
would alleviate the massive traflic snarls
cxperienced generally throughout the
south-cast corridor, can the Minster
indicate whether a timetable has been
sel by the Main Roads Depariment for
the construction of the Ranford Road
cxtension Lo link it with South Strect?
Mr RUSHTON replied:

The cxtension of Ranford Road is under
consideration for construction, and the
matter will be given attention s soon as
it is practicable to do so.



